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Contadiian of dis California State Federation of Labor 


HE forty-second annual convention of the 
TT calitomia State Federation of Labor opened in 
the Civic Auditorium last Monday morning. The 
sessions will perhaps continue into tomorrow (Satur- 
day). The public is welcomed to attend any of the 
sessions. 


Welcome by O’Connell 


As chairman of the local convention arrangements 
committee, John A. O’Connell, secretary of the San 
Frauciseo Labor Council, called the delegates to 
order and gave a brief address of welcome, in the 
course of which he stated: 


“We should be thankful we are permitted to as- 
semble in this beautiful edifice when there is so 
much turmoil throughout the world, especially in 
the totalitarian nations where men and women are 
circumscribed in their daily actions. We here in 
America, the greatest country on the face of this 
earth, are still free and able to commune one with 
the other, to exchange views and to make this coun- 
try a better place in which to live.” 


Pledge, and National Anthem 


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited 
by the audience, followed by singing of the national 
anthem by Miss Elsie Trautner. Msgr. Martin C. 
Keating, chaplain of the State Federation, gave the 
invocation. Chairman O’Connell then introduced 
Governor Culbert L. Olson, who was greeted with 
ringing applause, that was renewed at various times 
throughout his address. 


Address by Governor Olson 


(Governor Olson expressed his appreciation of the 
reception which had been accorded him, and stated 
that his interest in the cause of the workers has been 
fundamental and not the attitude of the day or the 
occasion, He asked that union labor not only have 
regard for its interests in the industrial field but that 
it consider its responsibility in the working of our 
democracy. The government of our great democracy, 
he said, “was not established to be the adjunct of 
any financial power or privilege under our economic 
system.” 

The stabilizing of capital on the theory that it is 
to perform a service and not to engage in economic 
enslavement of the masses is something that the 
people must determine and regulate, the Governor 
declared. In reference to organization he expressed 
syinpathy with the vast numbers of workers yet un- 
protected, and with their “lack of knowledge and 
their ignorance of the necessity for their own good, 
and that for the cause of an American standard of 
lie and living they should be organized.” 


The American Ideal 


“We do not believe in strong-arm methods, terror- 
ism, and coercion by terrorism. The ideal of the 
American democratic way of life, of the working 
processes of our democracy, is a lion of ethical con- 
duct, a lion of education, and a lion of peaceful per- 
suasion, To work for that ideal and to have his fel- 
low workers understand the same philosophy and join 
with him and his organization in working toward that 
ideal, is building upon a sound foundation. It can’t 
be built upon ignorance, or violence or terrorism.” 

Pointing out the tendency of the capitalistic press 
‘o strongly “play up” any dereliction found in the 
vanks of labor, Governor Olson stated that it is im- 
portant no delays be permitted in expelling known 


crooks and racketeers and traitors in the movement 
who attempt to forward their own selfish ends. 

Praising the form of government under which the 
people of the United States live, and their aversion 
to dictatorship, he stated that it is labor’s great re- 
sponsibility to preserve such government, and that 
when it is deemed necessary to make any change in 
the Constitution to accomplish fundamental reform 
we have the means at hand. 

“American labor could not help having sympathy 
for the unwholesome conditions of life and living of 
human beings and workers in any nation or place in 
the world. . . . But it is not aiding the labor move- 


State Federation Election 


Following is the result of the election for officers of 
the California State Federation of Labor. (Except 
where otherwise noted, only one vice-president is 
elected in each district) : 


SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Edward D. Vandeleur, San Francisco................ 159,992 
John F. Spalding, San Francisco......................- 49,490 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 


_ District No. 1— 


Edward F. Pierce, San Diego..............0.00.0...- 114,541 
Kennett J. Bitters................... 
J. P. Skinner, San Diego 


District No. 3 (Two to be elected) — 


Chris T. Lehmann, Los Angeles.................... 127,295 
Thomas L. Pitts, Los Angeles........................ 97,675 
Mae Stoneman, Los Angeles.................:.0::0-0-+ 77,005 
Thomas H. Meehan, Los Angeles...................- 81,309 


District No. 5— 
Al. Speede, Hollywood ...u...........ccsccscsseeeeseeeee 
D. T. Wayne, Hollywood 

District No. 7— 

H. E. Leedham, Fresno..............2...eccceseeeeeeee 
F. M. Engle, Bakersfield 


District No. 8— 


C. A. Green, Modest0..............cc:cccceccecesseceseeseeee 197,864 

Frank T. Quirk, Modesto..w.w........ccseseseese-e *10,976 
District No. 10 (Four to be elected)— 

Anthony L. Noriega, San Francisco.............. 139,957 

Hl arity -Lntin deer geo. secccsconscescescsccssasosssscseesesess one 153,343 

C. F. May......... ... 116,951 


George Kelly.. .- 115,577 


Arthur Dougherty... ... 72,359 

Victor S. Swamson................cscecesesesecsseseseseseeeeeee 86,344 

Laurence Palacios...............cccccscesesessseesnsecesneceseeee 46,199 

Uo) Wermons BRUr 6: 2occes. co sssces ness docesrexstestnicceces cates 23,394 
District No. 13— 

Frank Chesebro, Vallejo..............::cs:sesossssseseoees 125,963 

George M. Bobst, Napa...........c-c:ssssscccssseceseese 78,207 
District No. 14— 

George W. Stokel, Sacramento......................+ 113,776 

Albert E. Bilger, Sacramento...............:.:::0+ 93,893 
Delegate to A.F.L. Convention— 

Chris T. Lehmann, Los Angeles...................- 137,115 

J. W. Van Hook, Los Angeles.................:.::0:+ 74,846 
Convention City— 

TOR: REA CB caccscocceesses scvseccasterest cctastaessoaaececccocee 166,696 

ants. BAO areca seccocicscasscsceccscacsccarssessavertesiomseses 40,406 


Names of officials elected without opposition ap- 
pear on another page of this issue. 


*Prior to the balloting Delegate Quirk announced 
his withdrawal from the contest in District No. 8. 


ment in America to have any foreign agency . . 
implant agents in American life to carry on behind 
the banner of American civil liberties, yet all the 
time having for an objective the establishment of a 
dictatorship in America.” 


‘Need for Registration 


The Governgy emphasized the need for union labor 
to consider its responsibilities not only in the indus- 
trial field but also in the political field, and urged 
that every man and woman of every family in the 
ranks of labor, and everyone else as far as possible, 
be registered as a voter. 


He gave whole-hearted indorsement to prepared- 
ness for defense and tHe furnishing of material aid 
to those nations now struggling against dictatorships 
and then referred to the need for economic planning 
that will be a necessity following the present war 
conditions, and declared that such planning will re- 
quire labor leadership in the field of politics and gov- 
ernment. 


The Governor also gave his indorsement to the 
power bond proposal which is to come before the 
voters of San Francisco in the coming election. 


Legislators Introduced 


Following the Governor’s address Chairman O’Con- 
nell introduced to the convention the following mem- 
bers of the Assembly from San Francisco: Thomas 
A. Maloney, Daniel Gallagher, Robert M. Green, 
George D. Collins, Melvyn I. Cronin and Edward F. 
O’Day; at the same time O’Connell expressed to 
them the thanks and appreciation of union labor for 
their legislative records as affecting the interests of 
the workers. A telegram was read from Assemblyman 
Edward M. Gaffney regretting his inability to accept 
the invitation to be present. Secretary of State Paul 
Peek was also introduced, and he briefly addressed 
the convention. 


™ Jelcome by Mayor 


As Mayo. ‘ivussi was about to begin his welcoming 
address, the great majority of the delegates represent- 
ing the culinary and bartenders’ union arose and left 
the hall. This action was taken to express disa~roval 
of the remarks declared, by the culinary workers’ 
representatives, to have been made by the Mayor in 
a recent conference in his office in an attempt to 
arrive at a basis for settlement of the hotel contro- 
versy, and which remarks the culinary representatives 
allege to have been derogatory to their membership. 

In opening his address the Mayor emphatically 
stated that such remarks as he had made at the time 
he would reaffirm, but that they had not been directed 
at any group of labor, but at one individual. Also 
that he had been invited to address the convention 
and had not “crashed the gate” to gain admittance, 
and that whatever resentment any person or persons 
might carry against him as an individual should not 
be directed agains him as mayor of the city. 


Labot the Source of Wealth 


Mayor Rossi-’u" |\-roceeded with his formal ad- 
téicss of welcome ..@ convention. “We know that 
the man or woman who labors is the source of all 
greatness and wealth,” he said, “that the payroll is 
‘the beacon light of progress,’ and that without a 
great mass of people toiling with their hands, as well 
as their minds, there would be nothing to preserve, 
there would be no government, and therefore no great 
fundamental principles to protect.” After praising 
the leadership of President Roosevelt and expressing 
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recognition of the part which labor has played in 
attaining a place in the nation’s history, the Mayor 
concluded: “I say above all, that if we calmly and 
sensibly adjust our differences, then we shall continue 
on to the glorious principles of the right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

Later in the session, Delegate William McCabe, 
who is president of the Local Joint Executive Board 
of Culinary Workers and Bartenders, addressed the 
delegates and related the happenings complained of 
which had occurred in the Mayor’s office. 


Platform Guests 


Chairman O’Connell of the arrangements commit- 
tee introduced to the convention Frank Clark, state 
director of public works; Chief of Police Charles 
Dullea, Fire Chief Charles Brennan, Sheriff Daniel C. 
Murphy, State Senator John F. Shelley, and Hugo 
Ernst, international secretary of the culinary unions. 

O’Connell then called upon President C. J. Hag- 
gerty to formally call to order the forty-second an- 
nual convention. In replying to the welcoming ad- 
dresses Haggerty pointed out that the present gath- 
ering is the largest in Federation history, and that 
“such things don’t just happen—somebody or some- 
thing makes them happen.” He referred briefly to 
the recent session of the Legislature and expressed 
appreciation to Governor Olson and the members of 
the legislature for their support given labor measures. 
He commended the workers who had obtained the 
signatures for placing the “hot cargo” bill before the 
voters and urged an aggressive campaign on the sub- 
ject, at the same time stressing the necessity that all 
members of union labor be registered voters, and the 
“obligation of changing a number of faces in the 
Legislature” at the next election. He was proud of 
the co-operation by union labor in California in the 
defense program, and urged the necessity of formu- 
lating a program to be followed after the national 
emergency is over so that no person will be in want 
of the necessities of life. 


Following the opening ceremonies the report of 
the credentials committee was read at the afternoon 
session, and committee appointments were made. 
There was an address by Adolph W. Hoch, former 
Federation president, who brought the greetings of 
Director Steelman of the U. S. Conciliation Service. 
The remainder of the afternoon session was taken up 
with consideration of proposed amendments to the 
Federation constitution. 


These were presented to the delegates in a printed 
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booklet, and offer changes in certain sections of the 
first eleven articles of the constitution. Up to Thurs- 
day only three of these articles had been acted upon, 
and adopted, and a portion of the fourth was pend- 
ing. The first of these enlarged the Preamble to con- 
tain a Declaration of Principles, and two pertained 
to minor changes in relation to the seating of alter- 
nates, and to the presentation of resolutions and their 
reference to committees. 


Additional Vice-Presidents 


In the re-allotment of vice-presidential districts 
the revision committee had recommended fourteen 
districts in place of the present fifteen, combining 
certain territory in the Los Angeles area but giving 
the area three vice-presidents instead of two. After 
an appeal by a southern California delegate it was 
voted to increase the number from three to six. It 
was also voted to divide the present District 15, 
comprising the extreme northern counties, and give 
to each a vice-president. The other districts were left 
as at present, and the total result will be an increase 
in the executive council by four members. 


Labor’s Non-Partisan League 


The liveliest debate came on a proposal to add a 
new section to Article I whereby the convention 
would be empowered to refuse the credentials of any 
person shown to be a member of any organization 
dual or antagonistic to the A.F.L. or who is a mem- 
ber of the Communist party, Nazi Bund or Labor’s 
Non-Partisan League. An amendment was made to 
delete the name of Labor’s Non-Partisan League 
from the proposal, but the amendment was voted 
down. It was argued by those opposing the amend- 
ment that the right was conceded to any person to 


belong to any of the organizations named, including . 


the League, but that the convention could and should 
reserve the right to decline to seat such persons as 
delegates. It was also stated that the League had 
shown its close connection with the C.I.0. and had 
been condemned by the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Secret Ballot Proposal 


Another amendment was proposed to Section 4 of 
Article IV to provide for a secret ballot in voting for 
Federation officials, the delegate not to be required 
to sign his name to the ballot as at present. This 
amendment was also defeated, its opponents pointing 
out that delegates were in the convention as repre- 
sentatives and not as individuals, and that the or- 
ganizations which they represented had a right to 
know for whom their ballots had been cast in a Fed- 
eration election. 

Election of Vice-Presidents 

An amendment was also offered to Article IV to 
provide that vice-presidents should be elected by the 
delegates from the particular district, and not by the 
convention as a whole, the latter being the present 
procedure. Debate was closed on this amendment 


Prepare now for the 


INCOME TAX 


that you must pay next year 


Use THE PORTFOLIO PLAN FOR TAXES that was started 


by this bank in 1938. It makes income tax payments simple. 


Regular Savings Bank Interest Paid 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS Inc. Feb. 10, 1868 » Member Federal Deposit Ins. Corp. TRUST 


526 CALIFORNIA STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 
Parker S. Maddux, President 
wx SEVEN OFFICES—EACH A COMPLETE BANK * 


and on a viva voce vote President Haggerty did not 
decide and was about to call for a standing yote 
when a motion was made to adjourn. The latte 
motion carried, and the vote will be an order of 
business at the Friday session. A large number of dele. 
gates and visitors were transported to the scenic spot 
in busses, and refreshments were served. 

The convention recessed on Tuesday for the enter. 
tainment program, which included a trip to Muir 
Woods. 

Addresses by Governmental Officials 

Wednesday the convention heard addresses from 
Director Wagenet of the State Employment Commis. 
sion; James A. Wilson, representing the Internationa] 
Labor Office, and Margarete L. Clark, chief of tho 
State Division of Industrial Welfare. President Hag- 
gerty also introduced from the platform Andrew J, 
Gallagher, now a representative of the U. S. Concili- 
ation Service, and well known in the California labor 
movement. Routine business matters, presentation 
of the report of the committee on officers’ reports, 
and the nomination of officers also were on tho 
Wednesday program. On Thursday the election, 
which requires two roll calls, consumed the greater 
part of the time. Hence the remaining proposed 
amendments to the constitution were yet to he 
passed upon, before the important reports of the 
committee on resolutions and the committee on 
legislation, each of which usually require considerable 
time for consideration and debate, were reached. It 
was predicted that sessions would run into Saturday. 
Several proposed amendments to the constitution, 
unless specifically recommended by the revision com- 
mittee, would not become effective until next year, 
including that of the increase in the executive council 
membership. Amendments also require a two-thirds 
vote of the convention. 


San Franciscans on Committees 

Members of San Francisco unions appointed to 
serve on convention committees included the fol- 
lowing: Constitution, Laurence Palacios, Laundry 
Workers; credentials, Paul Hauffman, Laborers No. 
261; label investigation, Thomas A. Rotell (chair- 
man), Union Label Section, and Nellie Casey, Gar- 
ment Workers No. 131; labels and boycotts, William 
Ahern, Bottlers; legislation, Capt. C. F. May, Mas- 
ters, Mates and Pilots No. 90; officers’ reports, Daniel 
Haggerty (chairman), Technical Engineers, and Don 
Cameron, Pile Drivers No. 34; resolutions, Charles 
Kindell, Sailors’ Union of the Pacific; rules and 
order of business, James Higgins (chairman), Milk 
Wagon Drivers. 

Officers’ Reports 

The report to the convention made by the officers 
of the Federation makes a booklet of fifty-four pages. 
The president, secretary-treasurer and the nineteen 
vice-presidents comprise the Federation executive 
council, and each of these officials has made separate 
reports, including also that of the delegate to the 
1939 convention of the American Federation of Labor. 
The committee on officers’ reports, of which Delegate 
Daniel P. Haggerty of San Francisco was chairman, 
made a comprehensive digest of each of the reports 
which was read to the convention and will appear in 
full in the completed proceedings. 

Secretary Vandeleur’s general and financial report 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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oveupies thirty pages. It shows the total Federation 
affliations as of September 1 to have been 1141. 
There were 42 Labor Councils in good standing, and 
987 local unions. Local unions affiliated during the 
year numbered 101, unions reinstated 13, and labor 
councils affiliated 2, and there were 4 mergers. The 
toial membership of the Federation’s affiliates as in- 
dicated by the per capita tax paid was 332,635. Com- 
pared with last year, there was a gain of 110 local 
union affiliations, 2 in labor councils, 101 in total 
organization affiliations, and 57,734 in total union 
membership affiliation. The total receipts were $117,- 
718.68 and the expenditures were $111,156.51. Largest 
jieoms of expenditure were for organizing work, legal 
s:rvices and the Sacramento-Modesto defense fund. 
The receipts from San Francisco were $26,583.26. 


Legislative Report 


The “Report on Labor Legislation,” submitted to 
the convention by Secretary Vandeleur, as legislative 
representative of the Federation, is a comprehensive 
ooklet of twenty-eight pages. In addition to the 
general summary contained in the introduction, the 
various subjects separately reported upon include the 
following: “Changes and Additions to the Labor 
Code,” “Labor Relations,” “Sabotage Prevention,” 
“Subversive Activities,’ “Train-Wrecking,” “Fire- 
ighters,” “Unemployment Insurance,” “Contractors,” 
“Wages,” “Tools of Trade,” “Barbers,” “Cleaning Es- 
ablishments,” “State Offices,” “Outdoor Advertis- 
ing,” “Retail Sales Tax,” “Insurance,” three Senate 
and Assembly Resolutions, and “Railroad Brother- 
100d Bills.” These subjects involved seventy-four 
bills, each of which is mentioned as to its provisions. 
That number did not include all measures affecting 
abor’s interest, but were deemed of sufficient vital 
import for special mention. 


In addition the legislative report contains a tabu- 
ation of the votes of each senator and assemblyman, 
on fifteen roll calls in the Assembly and ten roll calls 
in the Senate. Each member is listed as having cast 
a “Good” or “Bad” vote or as having been absent on 
these roll calls on measures deemed of especial inter- 
est to labor. -It is stated in the report that the rela- 
tively few number of roll calls was due to the fact 
that so many bills died in committee, and that such 
a large number of “Aye” votes being “Bad” votes 
indicated the majority of bills voted upon were anti- 
labor bills. 


Unopposed Officials 


President C. J. Haggerty was returned to that office 
without opposition, and now enters upon his fifth 
term, He is a member of the Lathers’ Union and is 
also secretary of the Los Angeles Building Trades 
Council. 

Vice-presidents of the Federation who were unop- 
posed in their respective districts were: Loleta Grande 
District No. 6), member of the Culinary Alliance, 
Santa Barbara. Thomas A. Small (No. 9), Bartenders 
No. 340, San Mateo. Charles W. Real (No. 11), 
Teamsters No. 70, Oakland. Paul E. Burg (No. 12), 
Teamsters No. 315, Martinez. Ablin J. Gruhn (No. 
15), Laborers No, 181, Eureka. 

The retiring vice-presidents who did not seek re- 
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election were: Carl Fletcher (No. 2), Long Beach. 
A. M. Gruber (No. 4), San Pedro. C. T. McDonough 
and John L. Spalding (No. 10), San Francisco, In 
District No. 7, the vice-presidency had been vacant 
for several months due to the death of Edward F. 
Remus, Fresno. As successor to Fletcher, George C. 
Bentson, secretary of the Long Beach Labor Council, 
was named without opposition. 


Convention Notes 


A total of one hundred and fifty-five resolutions 
had been sumbitted for consideration, when the “dead 
line” was reached on Wednesday afternoon. No res- 
olution could thereafter be received without unani- 
mous consent of the convention. Time and available 
space will not permit a review of the subjects of the 
resolutions for the current issue of this paper. 


On Sunday preceding the convention Monsignor 
Martin C. Keating, chaplain of the State Federation 
of Labor, delivered the sermon at St. Boniface church, 
which was pronounced a masterpiece by those who 
were fortunate enough to be present. 


Rev. Lynn T. White, D.D., has been in attendance 
at the convention as a fraternal delegate from the 
Synod of California of the Presbyterian Church. 


James Waugh of the Cannery Workers’ Union of 
the Pacific, Terminal Island, was nominated for vice- 
president in the San Pedro district (No. 4), but with- 
drew his name prior to the balloting. 


Union Label Display 
One of the attractive features of the convention is 
the display of union label and union-made products 
located in booths around the walls of the hall in 
which the convention is meeting. This display is 
sponsored by the Union Label Section of San Fran- 
cisco, and reflects the activity of Secretary Thomas 
A. Rotell of the Section in promoting the use of 
union-made merchandise. Several of these booths also 
are given over to federal and state departments, which 
have representatives on hand to explain the services 
and provide literature relating to the work per- 
formed by the department. One of the especially 
attractive booths, which is located in the front of 
the room, is that of four firms which employ mem- 
bers of Production Machine and Miscellaneous Oper- 
ators’ Lodge No. 1327 of the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists. 
_—————— 


STATE CIVIL SERVICE 

A call has been issued by the California State 
Personnel Board for men to work as maintenance 
leadingmen and maintenance foremen in the State 
Department of Public Works. The positions offer an 
excellent opportunity for men who have had experi- 
ence in highway or railroad construction work or 
maintenance work to obtain positions in the state 
civil service. Applications must be filed by midnight 
of October 1. Further information about the exam- 
inations and applications may be obtained from the 
branch office of the Personnel Board in San Fran- 
cisco. 
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Hits "Defense" Plea to 
Lower Labor Standards 


Gen. Philip B. Fleming, administrator of the Wage- 
Hour Act, launched a new attack on sweatshoppers 
who try to use national defense as an alibi for de- 
struction of labor standards. 

Addressing the Nebraska State Federation of 
Labor convention, Fleming warned that relaxation 
of the forty-hour-week safeguard in the Act would 
simply aggravate unemployment. 

He cited A.F.L. figures, showing that over 5,000,- 
000 workers are still jobless and that millions in 
non-defense industries face loss of their jobs because 
of shortages of materials. 

“In other words, we still have an unemployment 
problem and we shall continue to have an unemploy- 
ment problem next year,” he declared. “One thing 
that will help most to reduce it is retention of the 
provisions in the wage-hour law, requiring payment 
of time and one-half for overtime.” 

Fleming ridiculed claims that elimination of the 
requirement for overtime pay above forty hours 
would help defense. 

“T don’t know how employers figure a skilled worker 
will produce more for defense in forty-eight hours 
at straight time than if the extra eight hours were 
paid for at time and one-half,’ the administrator 
asserted. 


There may be a scarcity of some types of workers 
in a few industries, such as machine tools, but that 
is no argument for weakening of the law, Fleming 
maintained, saying: 

“There are approximately 15,500,000 workers cov- 
ered by the law.” Just to permit a mere handful of 
them to work long hours without overtime pay, some 
people would be willing to force the millions also 
to toil long hours without the overtime penalty— 
people in candy and cigarette factories, packing 
plants, lumber yards and the like.” 

Even in England, he pointed out, virtually all 
workers are being paid at least time and a half for 
all hours worked over the normal week. 

em 


SWITZERLAND RATIONS CHEESE 

Switzerland, homeland of cheese, has been forced 
by war conditions to ration all cheeses. Sales were 
forbidden for three days, in preparation for the ra- 
tioning under which each adult is allowed to buy a 
little more than fourteen ounces of the fatty-type 
cheese a month and twenty-one to twenty-eight 
ounces of less fatty kinds. Consumption is expected 
to be reduced 50 per cent by the rationing. 


San Franci Direct 
sorware (aswell's i 
as : Offee ian 


\ 
f 
} 


Four 


LABOR CLARION 


Friday, September 26, 1941 


LABOR CLARION 


Published Weekly by the 
SAN FRANCISCO LABOR COUNCIL 


Office, 101 Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth St. 
San Francisco, California 


Telephone - HEmlock 3924 
CHAS. A. DERRY, Editor and Manager 


<< 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES Year 
Single subscriptions. 


To unions, each subscriptio: 
(When subscribing for entire mem 
PC |) BRC: +). Saeeecae ene rane ie Caen MT Sena ee ert |) 


Changes of address or additions to union mail lists 
must come through the secretary of each organization 
Members are notified that this ts obligatory. 


Entered as second-class matter August 10, 1918, at the 
ary a Francisco, California, under the Act of 
jarch 3, : 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1941 


The Price Control Bill 


Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau, declaring 
that this country “is going to have much more strin- 
gent excess profits,’ recommended last Wednesday 
that all corporations be allowed only a 6 per cent 
return on their invested capital. 

All above this return should be subject to 100 per 
cent taxation, he told the House banking committee, 
holding hearings on the price-control bill. 


Price control authority, the Cabinet officer said, 
should be set up by Congress immediately, but he 
warned that the Administration-sponspred bill has 
one major defect in its specific restriction of “the 
authority of the price control administration over 
farm prices.” 

“T strongly recommend that this inflexibility be 
removed,” he said, “in the interests of the attack 
upon inflation, in the interest of the standard of living 
of our people and in the long-run interests of farmers 
as well.” 

The bill, pending before the committee for two 
months, would not permit farm prices to be set at less 
than 110 per cent of parity or at less than the levels 
of July 28. 

Morgenthau opposed suggestions that the price con- 
trol bill include a ceiling on wages. “In free coun- 
tries labor is not a commodity. Human beings are not 
property; and they should not be treated as such.” 

“T fully appreciate that wages affect the cost of 
production and the general level of prices,” he said. 
“However, I feel very definitely that if we can on 
the one hand keep the cost of living from rising, and 
on the other hand impose adequate taxes on exces- 
sive profits, then we will have removed the major 
causes for demands for general wage increases.” 

He repeated his desire for lowering of non-defense 
spending by federal, state and local governments 
and asked for congressional support of a committee 
recently created to study the whole problem of 
non-essential federal expenditures. 


Covering the Issues 


The National Defense Mediation Board “has in 
practice confused mediation and arbitration,” the 
Foreign Policy Association declared in a report made 
public in Washington. 

Although empowered solely to promote voluntary 
agreements, “recommendations” of the Defense Board 
in many cases “constitute compulsory arbitration, 
particularly since they may be enforced by govern- 
ment seizure of the strike-bound plant,” the Asso- 
ciation says. 

“In practice,” it adds, “it is difficult for the parties 
to a labor dispute to be completely frank with medi- 
ators who may later pronounce an arbitral judg- 
ment.” 

The report says that “the Government is striving 
to control prices for consumers’ goods, but its efforts 
are unlikely to succeed if consumer income derived 


from wages and business continues to rise. Thus a 
ceiling on prices requires a ceiling on wages and 
profits.” 

If the defense labor problem is to be solved, the 
Government must clearly define its policies on wages, 
hours, the closed shop and profits and the economic 
implications of our defense effort must be clearly 
understood, the report holds. 


More Credit Bans to Come 


The Commerce Department advised consumers 
this week to expect “further stiffening of consumer 
credit terms.” 

A Department publication said that the present 
restrictions of installment credit issued a few weeks 
ago by the Federal Reserve Board “are not yet de- 
signed to curtail consumer credit extensively,” but 
said that more restrictive rules were expected “as it 
becomes necessary to divert a larger amount of the 
country’s resources to defense purposes.” 

“At such time,” the article said, “a heavy reduc- 
tion of installment buying will serve as a useful ad- 
junct to fiscal policy directed at limiting the rise in 
consumption.” 

The article estimated that installment credit out- 
standing at the middle of this year was $5,800,000,000, 
and guessed that three-fourths of this amount would 
be eliminated in a year should installment credit be 


cut off altogether. 
ee 


Democracy's Future 

Democracy’s future depends upon the workers, 
President Daniel J. Tobin of the International Broth- 
erhood of Teamsters, declared in a recent radio inter- 
view sponsored by the Department of Justice. 

The common cause in which all labor has enlisted. 
Mr. Tobin said, is “the preservation of liberty and 
justice—and the downfall of dictatorships and all 
mean little ‘ism’ cults that are cluttering up the world 
today.” 

“A democracy’s future,’ Mr. Tobin said in the in- 
terview, “isn’t determined by idle people or rich 
pleasure seekers. The future of a free nation depends 
on the worker—the millions of little spokes in the 
wheel of our national life. 

“Workers are the backbone of any nation, and give 
everything they have—money, freedom, their lives 
and the lives and happiness of their wives and daugh- 
ters, making the supreme sacrifice in every way pos- 
sible, to save the freedom that the masses of toilers 
struggled to obtain over a period of one hundred 
years. 


—— 


Menace to Building Industry 

America’s third largest industry—building con- 
struction—may soon be completely paralyzed unless 
the Government takes drastic action to break bottle- 
necks in the flow of materials to the industry. 

That warning was sounded by Harry C. Bates, 
president of the Bricklayers’ Union and chairman of 
the A.F.L. committee on housing. 

“Our industry has 1,500,000 workers in direct con- 
struction and another four to five million in related 
fields,” Bates said. “Already it is being slowly stran- 
gled. Because of the lopsided manner in which the 
defense priorities system is functioning, supplies for 
residence construction are being cut off. As a result, 
thousands of workers have been thrown out of jobs. 

“Six months from now there will be fearful unem- 
ployment unless federal agencies take immediate 
steps to head off a collapse.” 

—_—_——__q_____—_. 

Emphasizing the value of the short work day, the 
executive board of the Illinois State Federation of 
Labor told the Federation’s fifty-ninth annual con- 
vention: “A short work day for the men and women 
and a long work day for the machine and the factory 
is the combination under which the highest degree of 
production can be reached. This is true in times of 
emergency like the present, for intensive defense 
production, or even when a nation is plunged into 
actual warfare.” 


Comment on World Events 


International Labor News Service 

Present mass resistance in Norway to the haji 
occupation forces was forecast weeks ago by loca] 
strikes throughout the country, the Internationa] 
Federation of Trade Unions reveals. These strikes 
were largely due to refusal of the nazis to permit 
negotiations for wage increases to bring pay into line 
with increased costs of living. Since the occupation, 
it is stated that the real wages of Norwegian work. 
ers have fallen about 30 per cent. 


Back of the present trouble is the policy of ihe 
German occupation authorities, aimed at making 
ineffective the Norwegian labor movement. Apjnr- 
ently the nazis and the traitorous Quislings among 
the Norwegian population have not dared to atten} 
outright destruction, but have tried to accomplish 
their ends by indirect means, such as setting \) 
‘Jabor organizations” subservient to the nazi regime. 

But the patience of the Norwegian workers |is 
finally been exhausted and there has been an ex}lo- 
sion of popular anger, bringing drastic moves by the 
nazis to curb the revolt. Dispatches from Europe 
have told of mass arrests, executions and the throw- 
ing of trade union leaders into jails and concenira- 
tion camps. 

* * * 

Before they took over power, the nazis promise | 
in their long-forgotten party program the entire sip- 
pression of war profits in Germany and the limitation 
of high salaries to 1000 marks a month. At the out- 
break of the war, Hitler declared that the would not 
tolerate certain classes enriching themselves from 
the nation’s sacrifices. This promise has been broken, 
like innumerable others. 

Now a periodical which calls itself Sociales Dewtsch- 
land says that it does not matter whether individual 
persons come out of the war worse or better off. The 
Nazi official organ, Volkischer Beobachter, goes so 
far as to say that “dividends of 10, 14 and 16 per cent, 
which are paid out here and there, appear to many 
to be excessive, but they are not.” 

* * x 

Criticism of war profiteering has not been stifled, 
however, and the Minister of Economy has _ been 
forced to take cognizance of it by issuing a decree on 
the limination of the payment of dividends. This 
fixes maxima for “normal dividends.” 

What this is to be taken to mean is explained by 
the employers’ press to its readers with cynical c:n- 
dor. All-round stability must be preserved, and 
therefore the “prospect of dividends” must not van- 
ish. In plain English, this means that the gigantic 
armaments profits must be concealed from the public 
eye. This is just what is happening. 

For example, the Vacha Cable Works has reduced 
its dividends to 5 per cent, and at the same tiine 
indorsed its shares with three times their nominal 
value. This action leads to capital getting a current 
profit of 15 per cent. 

The Varel Motor Works has been even more gen- 
erous to its shareholders. For every share they hold, 
they are given nine bonus shares. In addition to the 
present of eight times their real value, they receive 
an annual return of at least 54 per cent. In the-e 
circumstances it is not surprising that stock exchange 
prices are rising, the index figure now being some 50 
per cent above pre-war rates. 

ee 

“The Hitler house is built upon the sands and the 
winds are blowing. I predict that behind the walls 
where lie France and Poland, Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg, Holland and Norway, Yugoslavia and Greece, 
the winds are blowing at the foundations of Hitler's 
house. Force untempered by justice brings the tor- 
nado to the house of force itself. No one can predict 
the day of the fall of the house of Hitler. But «ll 
men of keen perception know that this house will 
fall”,—Henry A. Wallace, Vice-President of the 
United State. 
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FACING THE FACTS 


By PHILIP PEARL in A.F.L. Weekly News Service 


The great problem that faces the coming American 
\ederation of Labor convention which opens October 
6 in Seattle is to keep performance parallel with 
promise. 

No one questions the patriotism of the American 
!deration of Labor. Its declarations of policy with 
regard to the national defense program, its sincere 
devotion to the cause of democracy and its energetic 
offorts to help make America the arsenal of democ- 
racy have been an encouraging inspiration to all 
Americans. There are no appeasers or fifth columnists 
in the American Federation of Labor, no admirers of 
ilitler or any other totalitarian dictator. Everyone 
knows that and is deeply assured by that knowledge. 


Indefensible Strikes 


But from time to time, in defiance of the American 
hederation’s “no strike” policy in defense industries, 
we find an A.F.L. union resorting to strikes before 
exhausting every other possible means of settling 
differences and these occurrences, even though they 
are few and far between, undermine the confidence 
of the American people in our movement. The leaders 
o! the Federation can point proudly to the fact that 
inore than 99 per cent of the members of the A.F.L. 
have refrained from defense strikes for any cause. 
Yet this fine record is besmirched by the undisciplined 
fraction of 1 per cent, who put immediate selfish in- 
ierests above the national welfare and indulge in inde- 
{onsible strikes. 


One such strike occurred recently in Kansas City, 
where a local electrical workers’ union, under stupid 
leadership, shut down the city’s power plants and 
blacked out the city without warning. Fortunately 
ihe national leadership of the union quickly stepped 
in and called a quick halt to such mad proceedings. 
But that small local union, by its intemperate and 
indefensible action, blotted out the fine service ren- 
dered day in and day out by millions of other work- 
crs the country over in the minds of many citizens. 
That strike helped to give labor a bad name despite 
its generally good record. It not only hurt the work- 
ors who engaged in the strike. It hurt all American 
workers. 

Aid to the Enemy 

The American Federation of Labor condemns such 
strikes with all the power at its command. Regard- 
less of the circumstances, regardless of the provoca- 
tion, there is no possible excuse for such arbitrary 
ibuse of the power of labor. The right to strike is 
lubor’s most precious possession. The enemies of 
labor would rejoice at the opportunity of destroying 
that right. And such indefensible strikes give aid 
and comfort to the enemies of labor in their efforts 
to render it powerless. 


Now the American Federation of Labor has no au- 
thority over the internal affairs of national or inter- 
national unions. The public doesn’t quite understand 
this. The autonomous setup of the American Feder- 
ution of Labor as a voluntary association of free and 
independent trade unions is a guarantee of democ- 
racy. The fate of many European nations has con- 
firmed for us the truth that eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty. That is equally true in labor organi- 
zations. We think the convention of the American 
ederation of Labor can render great service to the 
nation by spurring on the leaders of its affiliated 
unions, national and local, to live up to their prom- 
ises, keep on their toes, and see to it that irrespon- 
sible and undisciplined actions are prevented. 

Another Problem 

A similar problem is presented in the question of 
protecting union members and the public from dis- 
honest officials. Here again we find that the occa- 
sional instance of performance failing to live up to 
promise results.in giving a black eye to the entire 
movement, 

The American Federation of Labor is an idealistic 
institution, in conception, in purpose and in strue- 
ture. It is a union of men and women, banded to- 
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gether to promote not only their own interests but 
the welfare of the nation. In its sixty-one years of 
existence the American Federation of Labor has ac- 
complished so much good for the workers of our 
country and for all of its citizens that it would take 
volumes to tell the whole story adequately. When 
we think back to the squalid, slave-like conditions 
under which workers were forced to labor for a mere 
pittance before the advent of organized labor and 
compare those conditions with present conditions, we 
have a right to be proud to be associated with a 
movement so noble in purpose and so efficient in its 
good works. And we know that there is ever so much 
more to be done, for millions of unorganized workers 
as well as trade union members, before we have the 
right to sit back on our laurels. 


Eternal Vigilance Required 


Yet the occasional emergence of a predatory crook 
in a position of power in a union is enough to smear 
the great record and progressive achievements of our 
movement! It seems unfair to us to be heaped with 
slander and abuse because of a few racketeers. It 
galls us to lack the authority to kick them out sum- 
marily and to be further abused for this very reason. 
Here again the primary responsibility falls upon the 
union membership to exercise eternal vigilance and 
to exert its democratic power of the ballot to oust 
betrayers of labor. 

We think the coming convention of the American 
Federation of Labor can accomplish a great deal of 
good not only by denouncing evildoers but by show- 
ing how to get rid of them. 


Unfair Lumber Company 

The Central District Council of Lumber Handlers 
is sending out official notices that the Santa Cruz 
Lumber Company, manufacturers and distributors of 
Redwood Products, has been placed on the Unfair 
List by that body as well as that of the Santa Cruz 
County Building Trades Council. Offices of the 
District Council of Lumber Handlers are located at 
2574 Third street, San Francisco (phone Mission 
9014). 

—+ 


Brotherhood of Teamsters Wins 


State Labor Conciliator Alfred P. Blair ruled that 
the American Federation of Labor is entitled to juris- 
diction of General Drivers’ Union No. 544 of Minne- 
apolis. The decision climaxed a struggle between 
the A.F.L. and C.1.0. for the right to represent 6000 
truck drivers in that city. ' 

The union was an affiliate of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehouse- 
men and Helpers of America until last June, when a 
faction led by the Dunne brothers—Miles, Grant and 
Vincent—bolted to the C.I.0. 

The Dunnes are scheduled to be tried in October 
on charges that they conspired with others affiliated 
with the Socialist Workers’ party (Trotskyite) to 
overthrow the Government of the United States. 

—_———_—__¢—____.__. 


For Minimum Pay in Trucking 

Establishment of a 40-cents-an-hour minimum wage 
in interstate truck transportation has been recom- 
mended in a report filed with the U.S. Department of 
Labor by the Property Motor Carrier Industry Com- 
mittee. 

This minimum, if approved after a public hearing, 
will increase the wage of more than 70,000 workers 
employed by about 40,000 truck operators. Most of 
those presently paid less than 40 cents an hour are 
terminal employees, loaders and clerical workers. 

Truck lines whose wage bill will be materially in- 
creased are those operating in the South. 

The motion to recommend the 40-cent minimum 
wage was carried by a vote of eleven to seven, the 
six employer members and one public member in the 
minority, at the end of a four-day meeting at which 
many truck operators were heard as witnesses. 

— 
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Slums and Taxation 


Outlawing of “rotten housing” to benefit the pub- 
lic is suggested by James T. Daniels, former man- 
ager of the Jacksonville, Fla., chamber of commerce, 
in an article which advocates public low-rent housing 
as a device for saving the taxpayers’ money. 


Declaring that slums cost more to maintain than 
it would cost to eliminate them, Daniels writes in the 
August issue of The American City that the only 
practical solution is replacing the slums with decent 
homes for low-income families. 


Slum Areas Costly 


“Slum areas do not pay their own way,” says Dan- 
iels and cites official Jacksonville statistics to prove 
it. “In one slum area, called Hansontown, the net 
cost of municipal services exceed the net income from 
taxation by $40,000 per year. This is a net loss to 
the taxpayers as a whole.” 

In all Jacksonville slum areas, the annual per 
square mile cost of police and fire protection alone 
averaged $113,500 against tax collections of $58,300 
for the same area. Comparable figures for an average 
residential area are $16,200 for police and fire pro- 
tection, and a tax return of $131,200. 

“Tt is evident,” Daniels points out, “that there 
must be a certain tax excess from the other areas of 
the city to make up for the tax deficit of the slums.” 

In contrast, Daniels notes the record of the first 
low-rent public housing project in Jacksonville. All 
of the occupants came from bad housing and 75 per 
cent of them from the two worst slums in town; but 
there have been no arrests, only one minor fire, and 
on cases of juvenile delinquency in the four years of 
project occupancy. During the same period, delin- 
quency increased in the rest of the city. 

Encouraged by the increase in property values and 
the stability in the neighborhood resulting from the 
project’s good record and appearance, private enter- 
prise has built a higher-priced subdivision immedi- 
ately adjoining the low-rent homes. In addition, 
local business men have profited from the increased 
purchasing power accruing to the 230 project fam- 
ilies who are saving approximately $21,000 a year in 
living costs. Monthly rents, which include payments 
for utilities, average only $13.35 in the project, as 
compared with the $20.90 which the families formerly 
paid in the slums. 

“Rotten Housing” Hit 


” 


“Public housing,” writes Daniels, “does not mean 
that the taxpayers must go on paying a subsidy for- 
ever. Projects are planned to liquidate over a period 
of years under the present scale of rents and incomes 

. . although history shows that both rents and rent- 
paying capacity increases with the years. 

“True, some individuals may lose their former 
profits from their ‘gougings’ of poor families for 
shacks and inadequate housing; but should they not 
be forced into a legitimate business? The federal 
government, years ago, outlawed the selling of un- 
inspected and rotten meats. How much more bene- 
ficial would be the outlawing of rotten housing, which 
affects not only the occupants, but the neighborhood 
and the entire city as well.” 

SS ee 


CIVIL RIGHTS CONFERENCE 

The California Action Conference for Civil Rights 
will meet here Saturday night and Sunday with State 
Senator Robert W. Kenny, Los Angeles, and former 
Representative Jerry O’Connell of Montana as the 
Saturday night speakers. The meeting will be a pub- 
lic one with a 25-cent admission charge. The Satur- 
day night meeting will be held at Native Sons’ hall, 
430 Mason street. The Sunday conferences, beginning 
at 10 o’clock, will be held at the Furniture Mart, 1455 
Market street. 

EE 

It costs $5 a year to provide a boy or girl with 
membership in a Community Chest-supported char- 
acter development agency . It costs the taxpayers as 
much as $1500 a year to keep a boy or girl in a 
reform school. 
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Hotel Unions Assured of 
Support by International 


Striking hotel unions, which include culinary and 
service workers and bartenders, have continued to 
maintain picket lines against six local hostelries this 
week, the latter being the Mark Hopkins, Empire, 
Federal, Keystone, Pickwick and Edison. 

The unions were cheered with the announcement 
from their international headquarters that $150,000 
had been set aside to assist them in maintaining 
their struggle for a fair working agreement. Also, 
announcement was made that the Worth hotel, one 
of the twenty-eight places which had been declared 
unfair, but had thus far remained unpicketed, had 
signed a five-year contract with the unions, follow- 
ing the change of the hotel’s lessee. 


Twenty-one hotels belonging to the Association 
group yet remain on the unions’ unfair list, but none 
of these had been picketed up to Wednesday, the 
union’s representatives declaring that the future will 
determine their action in reference to that particular 
phase of the controversy. 

The Hotel Employers’ Association, on learning 
that the unions had been assured of financial sup- 
port from their international, added to that which 
it was known is contained in the treasuries of the 
seven local unions involved, raised the cry of a 
“big, ruthless corporation of union organizers.” 

Unions Have Ready Reply 

That cry was immediately met by Vice-President 
C. T. McDonough of the international union with a 
public announcement of some of the- hotel wage 
scales ranging, through the various classifications of 
employees, from as low as $3.25 for storekeepers to 
$5.65 for clerks, the latter figure being for those in 
“A” hotels. The hotels are in four classifications 
for wages. McDonough further declared that the 
union members are fully aware that a reserve had 
been set up from their local dues for the very pur- 
pose of fighting for and defending their wages and 
working conditions. As it is a well known and long- 
established policy of unions to maintain strike funds 
and to levy assessments for that purpose, the hotel 
employers’ apparent effort to make an “issue” of the 
subject created some amusement but had no other 
effect. 

One of the events of the week in connection with 
the strike was the staging by the unions, last Mon- 
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day, of a demonstration in front of the swank Mark 
Hopkins hotel. This took the form of satirizing the 
Junior League Fashion Show, which was being given 
in the hotel notwithstanding the picket line which 
had been maintained there for over a week by the 
striking unions. Labeling their demonstration out- 
side the hotel as the “Junior Labor Fashion Show,” 
the unions drove a huge red truck, with a mounted 
platform, in front of the California Street entrance. 


Eight men first paraded across the platform, each 
wearing a full dress suit, either too large or too 
small, and ill-fitting hats. A placard described this 
feature: “What the well-dressed bellman wears on 
$1.50 a day.” Next came four women wearing white 
blouses, black skirts and black hats. Their placard 
read: “What the well-dressed maid wears on $3.40 
a day. No board. No room.” Another sign read: 
“Last year’s styles are out of date—so are last year’s 
wages,” as eight women marched across the plat- 
form wearing out-moded dresses, carrying wilted 
flowers, and with drooping waistlines. The finale 
came with six women in chic outfits and with every 
fashionable dress accessory. For these the sign read: 
“This is what the Junior Loafers wear.” The large 
crowd which witnessed the street demonstration 
boomed the latter group as the “most outstanding,” 
and they were formally presented with a trophy. 


ee 


HILLMAN TO COME TO COAST 

According to a press dispatch, Sidney Hillman, 
associate director of the Office of Production Man- 
agement, stated last Tuesday that he would address 
the national convention of the American Federation 
of Labor Building and Construction Trades Depart- 
ment in Seattle, October 1, and spend the next ten 
days inspecting defense plants on the Pacific Coast. 


Conference on Industrial 
Problems, Here Tuesday 


Regional meetings of the Catholic Conference on 
Industrial Problems will be held September 30 and 
October 1 at the Civic Auditorium, in San Francisco. 

The nation-wide program commemorates the 
double anniversary of the encyclical of Leo XIII on 
“The Condition of Labor,’ and Pius XI on “Re- 
constructing the Social Order.” 

Archbishop John J. Mitty will sponsor the local 
Conference. Headquarters of the Conference have 
been opened at the Clift Hotel. 

In reference to the gathering Rev. Hugh A. Dono- 
hue, who will be the chairman, states: “It will not 
be a labor conference nor an employers’ conference, 
but a conference in which all interested persons may 
particpate. No resolutions will be passed. The dis- 
cussions will represent a sincere attempt to indicate 
various paths that might lead us toward the recogni- 
tion of a social order at one with Christian pre- 
cepts, and toward the means by which these Christian 
precepts might be applied to modern life.” 

There will be morning, afternoon and evening ses- 
sions. Gen. Phillip B. Fleming, administrator of 
the Wage and Hour Act, is scheduled to speak at the 
Tuesday evening session. 
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U. S. Workers Can Excel 


Nazis, Green Tells Legion 


Free American labor will excel the slave labor of 
Hitler and Mussolini in the race for production, 
President William Green of the American Federation 
declared in addressing the twenty-first American J,c- 
gion convention in Milwaukee last week. His speech 
was broadcast. 


America does not fear the totalitarian aggressors 
of Europe, but they should and do fear us, President 
Green said. 

“We will match and overmatch them—two guns 
for one, two planes for one, two warships for onc— 
and we have what it takes to do it,” he added. “They 
are starved even for bare necessities. We are rich 
in resources, we are mighty in industry and our 
production capacity knows no limits. Theirs js 
already overtaxed and is being systematically wrecked 
by bombs from American planes. 


No Doubt of Outcome 

“But, above all, America is strong in the free, 
willing, loyal, unconquerable spirit of our great army 
of workers, whereas the nazi-fascist dictators have 
to depend on slave labor, on unwilling hands and 
bewildered minds, on starved, weary and _ heavy- 
hearted men and women kept in subjection under 
the whip and waiting for the first chance to throw 
off and destroy their oppressors. 

“Ts there any doubt in your minds as to the out- 
come of a production war waged under such condi- 
tions? There is none in mine nor in the minds of the 
men and women I have the honor to represent. 


“We of the American Federation of Labor are 
fully confident of victory. We know our own strength 
and the mighty power of America. We are unshaken 
in our faith in American democracy and we are pitch- 
ing in with everything we have to defend and pre- 
serve it.” 

Green vigorously defended the record of American 
labor during the defense emergency and declared that 
America’s workers “are unmatched anywhere in their 
skill, their efficiency, their patriotism and their un- 
conquerable spirit.” He told how American Feder- 
ation of Labor members are serving their country in 
many capacities and pleaded for an end to unfair crit- 
icism of labor’s activities. 

Pay Increases Justified 

Despite labor’s splendid record, he said, “we hear 
labor attacked because it seeks wage increases while 
our soldiers and sailors are getting just a few dollars 
a month. 


“It seems obvious,” Green continued, “that rapidly 
rising living costs justify pay increases. And the 
very fact that members of workers’ families have 
been called away to serve in the nation’s armed forces 
makes it necessary for the remaining wage earners 
to get more to keep their families from want. I 
refuse to believe that there is any just ground for 
resenting the efforts of organized labor to maintain 
American standards of living in this emergency. 

“Instead of unwarranted criticism which breaks 
down morale it seems to me that American labor de- 
serves and should be accorded the warm praise and 
thanks of all Americans for the glorious role it is 
playing in the national defense program.” 

ee ee 

“A good example is the best sermon.”—Benjamin 

Franklin. 
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Unions and Large Stores 
Deadlock on New Contract 


Representatives of unions and the Retailers’ Council 
deadlocked in negotiations last Wednesday, follow- 
ing attempts which have been in progress for some 
time to reach agreement upon a new contract with 
twenty-two of the city’s largest department stores. 
Participating in the Wednesday session was a special 
committee from the San Francisco Labor Council, of 
which President John F, Shelley is a member. 


No further meetings were announced between the 
representatives of the unions and employers, and 
while strike sanction has already been granted to 
the involved unions by the Labor Council, intention 
of the unions to resort to strike had not been an- 
nounced up to Thursday morning. 

Withdraws from Employers’ Council 


Announcement was made that the Weinstein Com- 
pany had withdrawn from the Retailers’ Council be- 
cause that firm felt its problems and those of the 
other stores in the Council were too divergent. Rep- 
resentatives of the Weinstein Company met with 
those of the union Wednesday afternoon for nego- 
tiation upon a contract. 


The principal union involved in the deadlocked ne- 
voliations with the employer representatives is Re- 
tail Department Store Emplyoees No. 1100, with a 
large membership in various leading downtown 
stores. Other organizations which would be directly 
involved in case of any strike action would be Ele- 
vutor Operators No. 117, Building Service Employees 
No. 87, and the culinary crafts. 

Union Contract Proposals 


Chief demands of the clerks are for a union shop 
and wage increases of $4 weekly. Unions other than 
the clerks seek the closed shop and are also asking 
wage Increases and improvement in working con- 
ditions. 

The stores on Wednesday announced a $2 weekly- 
wage increase for clerks, following which union 
stated that action has already been 
tuken to make strike assessments of such increases. 

In a prepared statement the Retailers’ Council said 
it was prepared to settle all issues except that where- 
hy membership in the clerks’ union would be made 
“compulsory.” The Council’s statement also listed 
terms of the expired contract which were declared 
to be “rights and privileges” for union members. 

Statement by Clerks 

Following is a statement by Larry Vail, secretary 
of Department Store Employees No. 1100, following 
the deadlock in negotiations Wednesday : 

“We are reluctant to take this step, but under the 
circumstances can see no alternative. 

“Department store employees in San Francisco are 
faced in the near future with constantly soaring 
prices and with new and heavier tax burdens. In the 
face of these developments, it is imperative that our 
wages be adjusted in order adequately to protect 
our standard of living. 

“The refusal of the employers to recognize a wage 
swale that will provide for a decent standard of living 
compels us to take whatever action we deem neces- 
“uty to protect ourselves. 


spokesmen 


Safeguard for Union 

“Our request for the union store imposes no res- 
irictions or compulsion on the employer or his right 
'o hire whomever he sees fit. It is simply a measure 
'o safeguard the union and the wage and hour stan- 
dards fixed by the union. 

“The employers’ failure to concede this reasonable 
Measure serves to create the suspicion in our minds 
that the employers only await a favorable opportunity 
‘o attack the very foundation of the union. 

“Under the circumstances we have no alternative.” 

oe, Sees. 


Kingan & Company, meat packers, have signed an 


agreement with A.F.L. Office Employees for its 
office workers employed in Richmond, Va. 


LABOR CLARION 


CALIFORNIA COUNTY EVENTS 

Night parades of brilliantly illuminated boats will 
be featured in the Aquacade to be presented by the 
Vallejo Yacht Club, September 27 and 28. Racing 
each day and horse shows at night are scheduled as 
features of the district fair at Fresno, September 30 
to October 5. Horse show performances the closing 
two days will be a special feature of the Colusa 
County Harvest Festival at Colusa, September 25-28. 
Grass Valley will be the scene of the fourth annual 
Nevada County fair and horse show, September 
26-28. Parades and other activity in Redding will 
take place before and after performances of the an- 
nual rodeo, on grounds four miles northwest of the 
city, September 27 and 28. 


John Horn in Auto Accident 


John S. Horn, for many years well known in the 
labor movement of California, and at present a mem- 
ber of the State Employment Commission, has been 
in attendance this week at the convention of the 
State Federation of Labor, being one of the delegates 
from Brewery Drivers No. 227. Horn was delayed in 
his arrival, due to a serious auto accident in which 
Mrs. Horn suffered a broken arm, and Horn himself 
severe bruises about the eyes and other parts of his 
body. 


International Alliance of 
Bill Posters to Meet Here 


Loyal N. Gilmour, the well known official of the 
local organization of Bill Posters, Billers and Distrib- 
utors, returned home last week from the convention 
of the international, held at Detroit, with the an- 
nouncement that he had been successful in securing 
the 1943 convention for San Francisco. This accom- 
plishment came after a spirited contest with Minne- 
apolis and Pittsburgh among the 114 delegates in 
attendance at this year’s gathering. 

Gilmour was also re-elected as international vice- 
president for the sixth (northern California) district. 
B. A. Brundage, one of the local organization’s faith- 
ful and active members, also attended the Detroit 
gathering and aided in bringing about the victory for 
San Francisco as the next convention city. 

The convention took action to oppose any discrim- 
inatory tax against outdoor advertising, both in 
Congress and State Legislatures. 

A new type of contract, based primarily upon 
seating capacity to cover circuses, carnivals and tent 
repertoire shows, was adopted by the convention, 
which will also take into consideration the price of 
admission, distances traveled and population of ter- 
ritory played in setting wage scales. 

Basic reason for the drastic change is to establish 
a type of contract that will cover the typical show 
now on the road. Existing contracts were designed 
primarily for the typical circus, but with only two 
major shows now traveling, this older form no longer 
applies to the bulk of show business, 

The move will enable the union organization to 
negotiate closed-shop contracts with all traveling 
shows large enough to employ one or more men, and 
should establish closed-shop conditions for about 
1200 to 1500 additional men. The importance of the 
policy change is emphasized by comparison with the 
number of men now working shows under contract— 
about 2500—and the total membership, about 17,000. 
There are now about ten shows under contract, in- 
cluding the big circuses. 
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100 Per Cent Union 


A.F.L. Membership Roll 
Reaches All-Time High 


The total dues-paid membership in the American 
Federation of Labor at the end of its fiscal year, 
August 31, 1941, was 4,569,056—the highest figure in 
A.F.L. history, Secretary-Treasurer George Meany 
announced. This all-time-high figure represents a 
gain of 321,613 members in the past year. 


Report Paid Membership Only 


In making public this preliminary membership re- 
port (the full report on membership and finances will 
be submitted at the opening session of the American 
Federation of Labor’s sixty-first annual convention, 
October 6 in Seattle), Meany emphasized that the 
figures include only membership on which national 
and international unions and local trade and federal 
labor unions have paid per capita tax to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. The total does not include 
unemployed or floating members, estimated at more 
than a half million. 

“Within the past eight years,’ Meany said, “the 
membership of the American Federation of Labor 
has more than doubled. In 1933 we had only 2,100,- 
000 members. Since then our movement has grown 
rapidly in size despite the fact that a million mem- 
bers left us when their unions joined the C.1.0. in 
1935. Our growth has been steady and healthy. We 
are setting new records every day. 

“Naturally, the expansion of industry due to the 
national defense program has helped swell our mem- 
bership totals during recent months, but for the most 
part our gains are due entirely to unremitting organ- 
izational work. The great bulk of our new members 
come from the ranks of working men and women who 
hitherto were unorganized in industries where unions 
could not get a foothold before. 

“T wish to emphasize that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reports only dues-paid membership, as 
shown by our books and official records. Ours is not 
a claimed membership; it is an official, tax-paid mem- 
bership. 

“Within the coming year, we have every confidence 
that through organization and education we will be 
able to go over the five-million mark with onr paid- 
up membership total.” 

J 
DAVID CLENDENIN KILLED 

David L. Clendenin, founder of the Workers’ De- 
fense League, was killed Saturday night, August 30, 
in an auto accident near Phillipsburg, Kan., while 
en route from Hawthorne, Nev., to New York. He 
was 34 years of age. 
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Run o' the Hook 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


Our delegates to the Vancouver convention last 
month, C. W. Lyon, Victor V. Myers, E. M. Stone 
and J. E. Whiting, presented a comprehensive report 
at last Sunday’s mecting of the union. Five proposi- 
tions seeking amendments to our international laws 
were placed before the convention by the San Fran- 
cisco delegation, and two of these, one dealing with 
the mortuary benefit and the other discontinuing the 
practice of permitting local unions to mandate their 
members to engage substitutes in the order of priority, 
were acted upon favorably by the convention. An- 
other proposal which was intended to prohibit local 
unions signing contracts which contain an agreement 
to arbitrate future contracts, but which did not deny 
any local the right to arbitrate at the completion 
of negotiations by mutual agreement, lost by a vote 
of 116 to 97. The press report which went out on 
this proposition was so garbled—declaring San Fran- 
cisco had asked for an arbitration law and that the 
convention had turned the San Francisco proposition 
down — that a correction was sent out to papers 
throughout the country. Number 21 at least re- 
ceived a lot of free advertising. Our delegates were 
loud in their praise of the entertainment furnished 
by Vancouver union to both delegates and visitors. 

John Markle, aged 87 years, passed away on Tues- 
day, September 23, in San Mateo. Deceased de- 
posited a San Diego traveling card with No. 21 
in July of this year, and had since resided with a 
daughter in the Peninsula city. Previous to his com- 
ing to the Coast he had worked for 62 years on the 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Besides his daughter, he is 
survived by three sons, two of whom are members of 
the Typographical Union. One is on the Cincinnati 
Enquirer and the other is employed at the Govern- 
ment Printing Office in Washington, D. C. Funeral 
services were conducted in Burlingame on Wednesday. 

From last Friday’s Los Angeles Ciéizen: Many 
members of Los Angeles and San Francisco typo- 
graphical unions will be shocked to learn of the 
death of Leon R. Langworthy, well known 
commercial printer. He passed away September 13 
from a heart attack suffered while taking a nap. 
Funeral services were held last Monday, members 
of No. 174 acting as pallbearers. The remains were 
placed in Inglewood Park mausoleum. Deepest 
sympathy is extended to his surviving mother, sister 
and son. 

M. G. Coates of the Examiner chapel last week 
received the sad news that his son, who was serving 
with the British forces, had been killed in an auto- 
mobile accident in London. 

Joseph J. Foppiana of the Monitor chapel, who 
has been stationed at Camp Ord, returned to San 
Francisco last week, having completed his hitch 
with Uncle Sam’s forces. 

Mrs. C. B. Monroe, wife of Charles Monroe of the 
Examiner chapel, who has been ill for some time, 
is still confined to her bed. Charles tells us her con- 
dition continues to be serious although not critical. 

The regular quarterly meeting of the California 
Conference of Typographical Unions will be held 
on Sunday, October 5, at Vallejo. Headquarters for 
the meeting will be Hotel Casa de Vallejo, and those 
delegates and visitors who intend to stay overnight 
are cautioned to make reservations well in advance. 
as housing conditions brought about by defense 
work in that vicinity make it almost impossible to 
obtain accommodations. A round-table discussion 
on scales will be held at 9:00 a. m., and the regular 
meeting of the conference will be called to order at 
1:30 p. m. The annual election of officers will take 


Get Your Next 


SUIT 


at 
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Market at Stockton Street 


place at this time. A meeting of the board of di- 
rectors will be held in the morning at 9 o’clock. 

R. E. Mercer of Stockton, International represen- 
tative, visited at headquarters the first of the week, 
and while here looked in on a couple of sessions of 
the State Federation of Labor convention which is 
meeting here this week. 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 


The death of Gerry A. Follett witnessed the pass- 
ing of a colorful western character and deprives 
Harry Beach of a genial, likable relative and com- 
panion between whom ties of sympathy and mutual 
respect were very close. This brother-in-law Beach 
was proud of; a Richmond pioneer, Follett served 
on the old Town Council, later became a member of 
the City Council, belonged to various commercial 
and fraternal organizations. He leaves a widow, five 
sons and two daughters. 

Serious illness of his father sent Bob May hurrying 
to Pueblo, Colo., where the family has resided many 
years. If he improves, as expected, Bob will return 
in a couple of weeks. 

Sublime faith in his fellowman is anchored deep 
within the Herb Ryder interior. For confirmation 
read this notice he posted on the bulletin board: 
“Lost—Fifty cents. Finder please return to Herb 
Ryder.” Let’s hope he finds the finder. However, 
any number have turned janitor lately. 

The name of a mythical resort is a fighting word 
to Apprentice Bob Lockwood—just because Phil 
Scott told him to vacation in Rex Beach, it was much 
better than his choice, Long Beach; to which Bob 
agreed after listening to Scotty’s fulsome eulogies 
and especially to Scotty’s promise to raise a collection 
to help pay Bob’s expenses. 

An annoying circumstance is that busses run on the 
quarter-hour and Kenny Krause goes to work on the 
half-hour. Already he’s moved into his new Penin- 
sula home, and the transportation octopus won't 
change its schedule, and Kenny believes the higher- 
ups are a trifle erratic in taking the attitude they’re 
not getting out a paper to suit the convenience of a 
farmer-printer. 

It’s really pleasant to be—ah—er—let’s not say vul- 
garly rich, affluent is more apropos, for Ralph Fay 
appears in that enviable state, being that he bought 
as flats and ne’er a meal missed in financing the 
deal. 

A simple announcement scarcely suffices to tell the 
patience and long planning—yes, courage—of Eula 
Edwards, a former member of this chapel, in getting 
under way her own store at 1095 Market street. So 
many things are there for union people at “The Union 
Label” to select from—all labeled—that one visions 
brisk business in the new place. 

Enoch Blackford was wont to shrug off any fun in 
other than trout angling, until he embarked with 
those deep-sea trollers, Lu Montarnal, Carl Madsen 
and Harold Krueger, and he hooked a 30-pound 
salmon. A most imposing fish, indeed; Blackie knew 
this, and he thought it only right other people should 
know it, too, hence for the past week he’s carried it 
from home to home of friends that they might be- 
hold the marvel with their very own eyes. 

Confucius say, “Women not born anglers”; Carl 
Madsen consequently deemed it sound strategy to 
teach his brand-new bride to be one immediately, 
which accounts for their Sunday voyage after finny 
monsters to and beyond the Farallones. 

Contemplating the rapid flight of time, Margaret 
Bridges figured she’d best get going before Indian 
summer vanished into the corridors of by-gone years. 
This is why she’s taking a few weeks for rest way up 
in the Northwest during the best part of the season. 


“Shopping News” Chapel Notes 
By G. E. Mitchell, Jr. 


A completely successful operation of the book and 
job scale vacation plan will be history after Septem- 
ber 30 when all regulars, apprentices, substitutes, and 
extra men will have fully conformed with the terms 
of the agreement. In the 102 working days be- 
tween June 1 and October 1 substitutes and extra 
men benefitted to the extent of 250 working days 
given out by those with union vacations, and office 
replacements. Of the 130 days allocated by the 
office to regulars for extra vacation time, the office 
hired 130 extras for replacements—100 per cent cov- 
erage. One hundred and ten union days were given 
out, as well as 10 extra days by regulars, not to men- 
tion slips turned by substitutes and extra men for the 
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purpose of cancelling vacation credits. In addition 
some chapel members took extra time off during the 
period. : 

Paul Bauer, Ray Carpenter, and Earl Fay are noy 
back on their situations after having enjoyed thei; 
vacations. Charlie Wilson, senior apprentice, jg 
presently on vacation for three weeks, while [ry 


‘Stuck, skipper, knocked off this week for a tyo 


weeks’ train trip around the Middle West, return 
via the New Orleans and Arizona route. 

Preparing for the regular step-up in business in {ql 
and early winter, a reorganization of the force took 
place with the beginning of the fiscal week of Sep- 
tember 12. Francis Heuring becomes assistant night 
foreman and Arthur Linkous becomes second assist. 
ant. Other stations remain the same. Increases jp 
basic scales were granted to Ernie Jehly, Charli 
Cantrell, Bill Martin, Earl Fay, Francis Heuring 
Arthur Linkous, Bill Gooler, Phil Thomas, ani 
Harold Olsen. Lowell Price and Frank Collins had 
their floor situations restored after a lay-off of 4 
couple of weeks. Donald Brill and M. A. (“AI”) 
Blade acquired machine situations. 

All composing room employees have subscribe: {o 
a voluntary assessment providing for wedding ijt 
and floral offerings. Worked out by a special com. 
mittee, the plan provides for a small monthly assess. 
ment to build up a fund to a specified amount, : itor 
which the assessment ceases until an occasion arises 
for the use of part or all of the amount in rescrye, 
When the fund drops below a certain amount tho 
assessment (5 cents per member per month) auto- 
matically functions until the ceiling is again reached, 
The plan also establishes maximum amounts to be 
used for either purpose. 

Letters from Frank Sherman and Park Pattison 
reveal the respective authors as satisfied with their 
progress along the road to complete restoration of 
health, and they ask to be remembered to all their 
friends. Frank’s “beef” is that he has to set type by 
hand at the Veterans’ Facility in Palo Alto, while 
Pat’s letter radiates optimism all through. 


ing 


Golf News—By Fred N. Leach 

See you Sunday at Sharp Park! That’s the day o/ 
the September tournament of the San Francisco 
Union Printers’ Golf Association—Sunday, Septem- 
ber 28—Sharp Park—tee time, 10:30 a. m. By all 
indications there will be a fine turnout, and naturally 
you won’t want to be absent. Sharp is in swell shape 
now and arrangements are all complete, with prizes 
a everything to give all you printer-golfers a swell 
day. 

In case you're interested, the new board met on 
Monday night, and the new members—Sweet, Mead, 
Frank and Charles Forst, Al Cantor and Jess Cona- 
way—met with President Stright, Vice-President 
Cameron, the old Board members, Ullo, Nicholson, 
and Teel, and your secretary, to get acquainted with 
Board procedure and get appointed on_ standing 
committees for the coming year. Board Member 
Mead proposed a vote of thanks to Retiring Secre- 
tary Joe Chaudet, which was given standing as Joe 
turned his records over to the new secretary. 

The following committees were appointed: Handi- 
cap, C. Nicholson (chairman), Al Teel, F. Forst, Ear! 
Mead; transportation, Larry Ullo (chairman), Al. 
Cantor, Jess Conaway, Charles Forst; publicity, Fred 
Leach (chairman), Cy Stright, Leonard Sweet, Ron- 
ald Cameron; prizes, the entire board, with President 
Stright as chairman. 

The handicapping committee is nothing if not am- 
bitious. It went into action at once, with the follow- 
ing revisions to take effect as of Sunday’s tourna- 
ment: Emil Baffico, 19 to 18; H. Bugler, 25; Al. 
Cantor, 20 to 18; Jess Conaway, 20 to 17; Elmer 
Darr, 21; Larry Gallick, 20; Frank Forst, 2; Vic 
Lansbury, 13; Earl Mead, 19, and C. W. Nicholson, 11. 

The transportation committee is ready to provide 
a ride for anyone who needs transportation to the 
various tournaments. Here are their names and phone 
numbers: Larry Ullo, Hemlock 7430: Al. Cantor. 
Evergreen 5219; Jess Conaway, Delaware 4388: 
Charles Forst, Seabright 0676. A call to any one ol 
these will provide you with the needed ride to any 
tournament. And, incidentally, each member of this 
committee wants you to call if you need transporta- 
tion. Don’t stay away from a tournament becau 
you have no transportation of your own. You will 
be taken care of gladly. 

OFF THE FAIRWAY—That guy, Frank Smith. 
really goes for the game in a big way; he’s ready t0 
go thirty-six holes at the drop of a hat. He and Bob 
Smith, Cecil Farr and Emil Plumtree must have 
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——————— 
}eca posing for something on Saturday at Sharp, on 
the 7th. Anyway, the four of them gazing at the 
«1, shading their eyes, was a picture. .. . All the rest 
oj; the gang seemed to be out, also, on Saturday. . .. 
\i Lansbury itching to play, but his mouse meat, 
kari Mead, stood him up. ... Ben Apte, Roy Dono- 
\au, Len Sweet, R. E. Murphy—call him Elvy, please 
_Joss Conaway. . . . This guy Howard Watson is 
being pushed around something awful; now it’s his 
ho-om pal, Bro. Pettit, who dunnit....And Al Teel 
just laughs at the poor guy... . Pettit says: “Never 
vive a sucker an even break!” . . . Vice-President 
Cameron says he knows plenty about “gimme” boys 

mavbe he’ll tell all next week. 

see you at Sharp Park Sunday. Tee time, 10:30— 
opoon fees, $1.25—usual entry fee of 50 cents—and 
may every putt go down! 


Woman’s Auxiliary No. 21—By Laura D. Moore 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis 8. Heuring left by bus 
early Tuesday morning for Turlock, where they spent 
two days with Mrs. Heuring’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
i. LT. Vignolo, returning late Wednesday night. On 
account of Mrs. Heuring’s trip home, the sunshine 
committee will meet with her one week later, Wednes- 
dav, October 1. 

The first special event for the purpose of raising 
funds for the purchase of a typewriter for the aux- 
iliary will take place at the home of Mrs. Harry F. 
Young, 22 Gough street, apartment 6, on Monday 
evening, September 29. There will be games, and 
cottee and cake for everyone. Members and _ their 
frinds are invited. Admission, including refresh- 
inents, 25 cents each. 

Members whose birthdays occur in September 
were surprised by having a beautiful birthday cake 
cul in their honor after the regular business meeting 
Tuesday evening, September 16. Members and their 
husbands enjoyed the cake, sandwiches, and coffee, 
hut most of all the opportunity to mingle and visit. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Howell are back from a two 
weeks’ vacation by automobile. Friends had cards 
from them dated from Sun Valley, Idaho. 

James W. Stinchcomb, son of Mrs. Louise A. Ab- 
hott, is at California University hospital, recovering 
from an operation on the bones of his nose, per- 
formed Monday morning. 

Kula M. Edwards has opened a gift shop at 1095 
Market street (Room 417), featuring articles bearing 
the union label. Leather goods, stationery, Christ- 
mas and birthday cards, and “Yankee Heritage” 
toiletries are her specialty lines. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Welding arrived home Sat- 
urday night from their trip to Nebraska, driving 
home in their new Chevrolet sedan. The Weldings 
are newly furnishing, throughout, the house they re- 
cently purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Ray W. Gilroy, 
at 297 Poplar avenue, Millbrae Highlands. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Viele are enjoying Mr. 
Vicle’s vacation right here at home, seeing the sights 
of San Francisco in proper fashion. They had a 
vathering of friends at their home Monday evening, 
September 22, to celebrate Mr. Viele’s birthday. 

Mrs. J. P. Bailey, Sr., and daughter, Miss Verna, 
who have been visiting J. P. Bailey, Jr., and family 
for two weeks, left early Tuesday morning for their 
home in Kansas City, stopping en route at Hollywood, 
Los Angeles, and Pasadena. 

Mrs. Bertha Bailey is looking forward to a visit on 
September 24 or 25 from her friend, Mrs. Zola 
Starner, of Westmount, N. J. Mr. Starner is an em- 
plovee of the R.C.A. Victor Radio Company of New 
Jersey, 
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Federation of Teachers No. 61 
By GRACE YOUNG, Secretary 

The members of Local 61 were greatly interested 
in the report of our proxy at the annual convention 
of the American Federation of Teachers, and espe- 
cally thrilled by her emphasis upon the spirit of 
iilitant solidarity shown, both by the reports of the 
various committees and by the discussion on the 
floor. 

Because the second Monday in October will be a 
school holiday, it was voted to omit this meeting 
and adjourn until October 27, the fourth Monday in 
the month. 

Miss King, our newly appointed chairman of the 
public relations and program committee, is making 
contacts with speakers who will discuss matters of 
vital interest to teachers at some of our future meet- 
ings. 

It was voted to instruct our delegates to bring 
before the State Federation of Labor convention a 
resolution, previously passed by the northern branch 
executive of the California State Federation of 
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Teachers, urging the Federation to work toward the 
inclusion of courses in labor problems and labor his- 
tory in the list of elective courses for senior high 
schools in California. 

Abraham Schwartz was reappointed chairman of 
the welfare committee, which has also functioned as 
a working conditions committee. 

L. S. Berlough will continue as chairman of the 
educational policies committee, and Mrs. Mary Curry 
as representative to the Motion Picture Research 
Council. 

E. W. Gallagher and Glen D. Camp were elected 
delegates to the California Action Conference, called 
by the Civil Rights Council of Northern California 
for September 27 and 28. 

————_@_ ___. 


Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


The September union meeting, held last Sunday, 
showed a large attendance, despite the mercury 
climbing to 79 degrees. The meeting was one of the 
most interesting and probably the lengthiest that 
has been held this year. Considerable discussion on 
various subjects of importance was taken part in by 
different members. . . . Important matters of busi- 
ness considered and approved were reports of offi- 
cers. . President Bennetts made an interesting 
report of his activities of the past month in connec- 
tion with affairs of chapels. Secretary-Treasurer 
Bailey’s report as No. 18’s delegate to the Vancouver 
convention of the I. T. U. was interesting and infor- 
mative. He covered the proceedings thoroughly yet 
concisely. Delegate Bailey warmly praised the mem- 
bers of Vancouver, Seattle, and Portland unions, in 
doing their best to entertain delegates and visitors, 
and, according to statements of Delegate Bailey and 
those attending, they certainly were successful. . . . 
President Bennetts and Harry I. Christie, secretary 
of the Allied Printing Trades Council, were elected 
delegates to the Northern California Allied Printing 
Trades Conference, to be held at Vallejo. ... John 
Everson was granted an honorable withdrawal card. 

. . John Teal deposited an honorable withdrawal 
card. . . . Travelers deposited: Leo Randall of San 
Diego, Dave Berk of Lincoln, Neb., and Ray Davis 
of Salt Lake City. 

Nicolaus Spang, accompanied by his wife, spent a 
two weeks’ vacation motoring and fishing at Catalina 
Island and San Diego. “Nick,” single-handed, he 
claims (showing photos), landed a 205-pound sword- 
fish, which tops the record catches of “big ones” by 
local mailer fishermen. 

Thomas F. Burke, who has been undergoing treat- 
ment at a local hospital for several months for a frac- 
tured ankle, has sufficiently recovered to return home, 
and manages to “navigate” a few hours daily with 
the aid of a cane. 

The union’s membership is now 131, and as there 
are at present sufficient subs to cover extra work, 
any subs thinking of coming this way should com- 
municate with Secretary-Treasurer Joseph P. Bailey, 
1726 Thirty-second avenue, before doing so. 

M. A. (“Mike”) Michelson, who has been laid up 
at home for a couple of weeks with ailments of the 
feet, expects to return to work the coming week. 

Robert (‘Whitey’) Wilson, of the Chronicle chapel, 
accompanied by his wife and daughter, left the first 
of the week for a two weeks’ vacation of ranch life, 
adjacent to Reno. 


Interest Will Center on a 
A.F.L. Annual Convention \) 


One of the most historic conventions in the an- 
nals of the American Federation of Labor will open 
at Seattle October 6, at a time of national crisis. 
Labor leaders predicted the convention will go on 
record unanimously for “all-out” aid to the national 
defense program. i 
Seek to Speed Defense 
The sixty-first annual convention of the Federa- 
tion will review the course of the defense program 
to date and chart policies for the future. These poli- 
cies will seek to obtain greater co-operation between 
labor and the government and better teamwork 
with industry to the end that defense production can 
proceed without interruption to ever higher levels. 
In addition to the problems of national defense 
and foreign policy, the convention will consider and 
act upon labor’s own problems. 


Forward Organizing Drive 

It is expected that the convention will direct the 
initiation of an intensified organizing drive in all 
branches of industry so that millions of unorganized | 
workers can secure the benefits of trade union af- 
filiation. 

Plans also will be drafted for an unremitting fight 
against anti-labor legislation sponsored by selfish 
interests who are trying to take advantage of the | 
defense emergency to undermine the gains of Amer- 
ican workers and their standards of living. 

Steps to prevent defense unemployment resulting 
from the application of priorities to essential materials 
will be earnestly recommended by the convention. 


Expand Housing Program 

Another progressive move slated to be taken by 
the convention will be the exertion of pressure for 
a greatly expanded defense housing program to al- 
leviate shocking conditions under which many de- 
fense workers are now forced to live and to provide 
jobs for thousands of building trades workers. 

Immediate adoption of a post-war program of peace 
production, to prevent another depression after the 
present emergency is over, will be considered by the 
delegates. 

Another post-war problem of great importance to 
labor will be discussed by representatives of foreign 
labor organizations from Europe and the Americas. 

Invite Exiled Labor Leaders 

President William Green disclosed he has invited 
a large number of exiled and visiting labor leaders 
from other countries to come to the convention 
and help the convention formulate a labor plank for 
the eventual peace treaty. 

As usual, three of the A.F.L. departments will hold 
their annual meetings the week before the main con- 
vention opens. The Metal Trades Department con- 
vention will start here September 29 and the Build- 
ing and Construction Trades Department convention 
will follow on October 1. The Union Label Trades 
Department will meet October 3. 


Phone UNderhill 4127 UNION STORE 


BROWN & KENNEDY 
FLORAL ARTISTS 


Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 
3089 Sixteenth St., nr. Valencia 


San Francisco 


ALWAYS THE 


CANT BIST EY 


BIGGEST 
in Quality Work Clothes 


100% Union Made in San Francisco 


VALUE 


INCE 
1851 


Ten 


S. F. Labor Council 


The Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at the Labor 
Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secretary's office and 
headquarters, Room 214. Labor Temple Headquarters phone 
MArket 6304. The Executive and Arbitration Committees meet 
every Monday at 7:30 p. m. The Union Label Section meets first 
and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. 


Synopsis of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, September 19, 1941 
Meeting called to order at 8:20 p. m. by Vice-Presi- 
dent Haggerty. 


Roll Call of Officers—All present except President 
Shelley, who was excused. 

Reading of Minutes—Minutes of previous meeting 
approved as printed in the Lasor CLarion. 

Credentials—Referred to the Organizing Commit- 
tee. 


Report of the Organizing Committee—( Meeting 
held Friday evening, September 19, 1941.) Meeting 
called to order at 7 o’clock by Chairman Thomas A. 
Rotell. Members present were: Sister Tuoto, Broth- 
ers Rotell, Ballerini, Cortesi, Bregante, Schurba and 
Piccini. Thomas White was excused. Regarding the 
application for affiliation of Jitney Drivers and Help- 
ers’ Union No. 539, after due investigation of the 
representatives, Brother P. D. Jones and Brother 
Lloyd A. Kuhlman, your committee finds that the 
organization is in order and duly chartered by the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. We there- 
fore recommend that the organization be seated and 
that they be notified of our action and their delegate 
be present at the next regular meeting of the organ- 
izing committee on October 3 for examination and 
seating. The following delegates were examined and, 
after giving proof of citizenship, were found to have 
the necessary labels: Garage Employees No. 665, 
S. F. Armstrong; Grocery Clerks No. 648, Claude 
Camp; San Francisco Post Office Clerks No. 2, J. 
Gallen. Meeting adjourned at 8 p. m. Delegates 
obligated and seated. 7 

Communications—Filed: Minutes of San Fran- 
cisco Building and Construction Trades Council for 
September 11, 1941. Resolution from Cooks, Pastry 
Cooks and Assistants No. 44, supporting the mag- 
nificent struggle being waged by the Soviet Union and 
indorsing all measures which will strengthen the hand 
of the Administration in aid to Great Britain and 
the Soviet Union and China. From Mathew O. To- 
briner, attorney, acknowledging check in the sum of 
$674. From Herbert Kaufman, judge of the munici- 
pal court, acknowledging receipt of our letter advis- 
ing him that Local 48, Waitresses’ Union, was the 
winner of his trophy. From Everett C. McKeage, 
judge of the superior court, acknowledging receipt of 
our letter advising him that Local 85, Teamsters’ 
Union, won the trophy that he contributed. From the 
American Federation of Radio Artists, announcing a 
party to be held Friday evening, September 19 
(tickets $1.10), on the third floor at 111 O’Farrell 
street. From the Ladies’ Auxiliary No. 34, Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America, announc- 
ing their annual picnic to be held at Vallemar Park, 
September 28, 1941; tickets 25 cents, including danc- 
ing, games and fun for all; sandwiches, beer and soda 
will be sold on the grounds; the profits are for the 
camp for Painters and their families, also to carry 
on their relief work. Building Service Employees 
No. 87 have signed agreement with the Spreckels 
Market, and now wish to cancel their appeal for strike 
sanction. 

Donations—For the Howard Automobile Case 
Fund the following contributions were received: 
Theatrical Stage Employees No. 16, $4; Packers and 
Preserve Workers No. 20989, $4; Apartment and 
Hotel Employees No. 14, $10. 

Referred to the Executive Committee: Watch- 
makers No. 101, requesting strike sanction against the 
following wholesale jewelers: E. W. Reynolds, Nord- 
man &: Aurick, Williams & Peterson, Inc., A. I. Hall 
& Sons, Morgan «& Allen, all located at 150 Post 
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street. Apartment and Hotel Employees No. 14, re- 
questing strike sanction against J. C. Swanson, oper- 
ator of 115 Gough street. Building Service Employees 
No. 87, asking strike sanction against the 747 Mar- 
ket Street Market and that it be placed on the “We 
Don’t Patronize” list. From the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C., inclosing “Three Plans for 
Systematic Saving for Members of Organized La- 
bor”; we hope you will consider buying savings bonds 
(available for organizations). 

Referred to Officers: Communication from Rev. 
Hugh A. Donohoe, chairman, inviting members of 
the central labor body to attend the sessions of the 
Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems, Sep- 
tember 30 and October 1 in the Civie Auditorium; 
conference headquarters have been opened in the 
Clift hotel. 

Request Complied With: Communication from 
Warehousemen No. 860, asking that their delegate, 
Brother Thomas White, be excused from attending 
the meeting of the Labor Council, as he is attending 
the Western Conference of Teamsters. 


Resolutions: Resolution introduced by President 
Shelley regarding a campaign for bonds for the pur- 
chase or building of an electrical distribution system 
and stating that it is a well known fact the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company has spent untold amounts 
of money to defeat such an issue; that it is already 
making known its opposition by newspaper ads and 
an increased distribution of its propaganda sheet, the 
P. G. and E. News; such expenditures are against 
the will of the people and paid for by the people in 
the form of higher rates; that the San Francisco La- 
bor Council call upon the Mayor of the City of San 
Francisco and the Citizens’ Power Bond Committee 
to immediately make a formal request of the Cali- 
fornia State Railroad Commission that they investi- 
gate such expenditures by the Pacific Gas and Elec- 
tric Company, and make a complete survey, and that 
copies of this resolution be sent to the press, the 
Mayor, the Railroad Commission, the Governor, 
Secretary Ickes, and other organizations active in the 
power bond campaign, for their indorsement; moved 
to adopt; carried. (See resolution in full in another 
column.) Resolution introduced by Capt. C. F. May, 
president Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 90, asking 
that the San Francisco Labor Council go on record 
in favor of establishing a maritime council within 
the American Federation of Labor and that the dele- 
gate from this Council to the California State Feder- 
ation of Labor’s convention be instructed to support 
this resolution in that body; and the delegate from 
this Council to the American Federation of Labor 
Convention (to be held at Seattle, Wash.) be in- 
structed to support this resolution in that body and 
lend all aid possible for passage of the same; moved 
to adopt; carried. (See resolution in full in another 
column.) Resolution introduced by the President 
and Secretary of the San Francisco Labor Council, 
commending the Community Chest Campaign and 
asking the voluntary financial support of all mem- 
bers and friends of organized labor; moved to adopt; 
carried. (See resolution in full in another column.) 

Referred to the Lasor Ciarion: Communication 
from the Fresno Labor Council, stating that Sun- 
Maid Raisins are unfair and asking members not to 
purchase same. From the Central District Council of 
Lumber Handlers, stating that the Santa Cruz Lum- 
ber Company has been placed on the unfair list of 
the Santa Cruz County Building Trades Council as 
well as their own organization. From the Industrial 
Accident Commission, inclosing resolution for our 
perusal and co-operation. 

Report of the Executive Committee—( Meeting 
held Monday evening, September 15, 1941.) Called 
to order at 8 p.m. by Chairman Shelley. In the mat- 
ter of Building Service Employees No. 87, requesting 
strike sanction against Spreckels Market, 751 Market 
street; after an extended discussion of all points in- 
volved this was referred to the officers to take up 
with the management in an effort to bring about an 
adjustment. In the matter of Warehousemen No. 
860, requesting strike sanction against the Gardner- 
Denver Comnany, 811 Folsom street, and the Air 
Reduction Sales Company, 315 Sixth street; this 
complaint has been of long standing and the firms 
are in disagreement with the union, and refuse to 
negotiate an agreement; your committee recommends 
that strike sanction be granted. In the matter of the 
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same organization and their complaint against Sprati, 
Patent Dog Food Company, Inc., this will be held 
in committee awaiting a conference to be held be. 
tween the parties in interest. In the matter of Gro- 
cery Clerks No. 648, requesting strike sanction AgLinst 
the Marconi Market, 2400 Polk street, both side 
were represented, and your committee recommund, 
that this be referred to the Grocers’ Association 
which this firm is a member, to avail themselves of 
the machinery provided in the agreement to adjust 
this dispute. In the matter of Leather and Novelty 
Workers No. 31 and their dispute with the Keyston 
Company, 755 Mission street, a meeting has been gy. 
ranged to be held Tuesday at 2 p. m. to discuss this 
matter with all parties in interest in order to bring 
about an adjustment. Your committee discussed tho 
coming convention of the California State Federation 
of Labor, opening on September 21, in the Civic 
Auditorium, and inasmuch as many of the delegates 
will be delegates to that convention, your commit. 
tee recommends that we dispense with the meeting of 
the executive committee on Monday evening, an 
the Council meeting on the following Friday night. 
if necessary, the executive committee will hold a spe- 
cial session to handle any matter that may be brought 
before the Council. Meeting adjourned at 10:45 ». m, 
The report of the committee as a whole was adopted, 

Report of Special Meeting of the Executive Com. 
mittee—(Held Friday evening, September 19, 1941.) 
Meeting called to order at 6:45 o’clock by Vice- 
Chairman Haggerty, President Shelley being excused 
due to illness. Members present were: Haggerty. 
Johns, Fitzsimmons, McDonough, Finkenbinder, 
Douglas, Vail, Costa, O'Connell, West, McLaughlin, 
Wormuth. Brother Phillips reported on the matter of 
Retail Department Store Employees No. 1100 con- 
ferences and reviewed the program of negotiations 
with the Retailers’ Council for arriving at an agree- 
ment establishing some semblance of the union shop, 
to which the employers dissented and would not 
grant the request of the union. Your committee rec- 
ommends that strike sanction be granted to Retail 
Department Store Employees No. 1100, Elevator 
Operators No. 117, and Building Service Employees 
No. 87. Moved that strike sanction be granted; car- 
ried. The sub-committee on these negotiations is 
composed of Brothers Shelley, Hartshorn, Phillips, 
Love and Smith. The report of the committee as a 
whole was adopted. 


Report of the Law and Legislative Committee— 
(Joint meeting held Thursday evening, September 18, 
1941.) The resolution introduced by the joint law 
and legislative committee composed of the commit- 
tees of the San Francisco Labor Council and _ the 
Building and Construction Trades Council, indors- 
ing the purchase of the property of the Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company through a bond issue, known 
as “Plan No. 9,” at an election to be held in San 
Francisco on November 4, 1941, was unanimously 
adopted. (See report and resolution in full in an- 
other column.) 

Receipts, $609.50; expenses, $1,429.72. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p. m. 

JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 
PEI 


Culinary Workers’ Moving Pictures 

Executive Secretary John A. St. Peter of the Local 
Joint Executive Board of Culinary Workers and 
Bartenders announces that moving pictures of the 
Labor Day parade and scenes from the current hotel 
strike and the “B/G” picketing are now available 
for use by all labor unions. Organizations: desiring 
further information in relation to the pictures, or to 
make bookings for exhibition of same are asked to 
call at the Local Joint Executive Board headquar- 
ters, 709 Mission street, or phone Garfield 6542. 

—$—$ —_ 

BLAMES LEWIS FOR LABOR DIVISION 

There is no immediate prospect of peace in the la- 
bor movement, David Dubinsky, president of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, a: 
serted recently in Philadelphia. Dubinsky, who led 
his union out of the C.1.0. in 1938 to return to the 
A.F.L., said the two divisions of labor were farther 
apart than ever. “The main responsibility for the 
continued failure of the A.F.L. and C.1.0. to get to- 
gether rests squarely on Lewis,” he said. 
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Report to Labor Council on Coming Power Bond Election 


The following report and resolution were submitted 
to the meeting of the San Francisco Labor Council 
lat Friday night by Delegate Clarence H. King, 
wi.o is a member of the Council’s law and legisla- 
iiv. committee. The law and legislative committees 
of the San Francisco Labor Council and the San 
Francisco Building and Construction Trades Council 
have been holding joint sessions to report upon the 
proposed bond issue for the purchase by the city of 
the local distribution system of the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company. 

The joint committees of the two councils recom- 
mend that the purchase be made, and also make 
{wither recommendations whereby the two councils 
can most effectively organize supporters of the pro- 
postl in the ranks of labor and procure funds for 
cairying on the campaign for the issuance of bonds. 


The resolution submitted by the joint committee 
was adopted by the San Francisco Labor Council 
last Friday night, as mentioned in the official min- 
utes of the Council appearing on page 10 of this 
issue. The text of the report and resolution follows: 


JOINT COMMITTEE REPORT 


September 11, 1941. 
Tu the President and Delegates of the San Francisco 
Labor Couneil and the Building Trades and Con- 
struction Council: 

At the joint meeting held by your committee on 

August 24, 1941, the following members of the Joint 
Committee were present: Clarence H. King, Jack 
Spaulding, Paul Keith, Art Dougherty, Henry Savin, 
Charles Kindell, Joseph Murphy, Thomas Tarpey, 
Robert Leiser and A. E. Hays. 
Three meetings have been held by the joint law 
and legislative committees of the above Councils, in 
he offices of the Labor Temple, investigating Plan 
No. 9 for the municipal ownership and operation of 
he entire electric distributing system of the Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company located in the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

This enabling act and bond issue will be submitted 
o the voters of the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco at an election in San Francisco on November 4, 
1941, for the purchase of this utility at a figure not 
to exceed $66,500,000, through the issuance of reve- 
nue bonds. It is entirely sound and desirable to 
purchase this utility in this manner. 

This distributing system will tie into the existing 
Hcetch Hetchy power system, owned by the City of 
San Francisco, and this purchase will comply with 
tle Raker Act; and only-by the purchase of the sys- 
iem at this time can San Francisco continue to re- 
ceive the power revenue now being purchased from 
San Francisco by the Pacific Gas and Electric Com- 
pany and re-sold at a further profit back to the 
people of San Francisco. 

Unless the citizens of San Francisco pass this bond 
issue by the issuance of revenue bonds against the 
earnings of this distributing plant, San Francisco 
cannot continue to receive revenue from the Hetch 
Hetchy power project. Unless the purchase is made 
San Francisco will be permanently enjoined by a 
permanent injunction from selling this power to the 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company. If this bond issue 
fails, San Francisco will be faced with an increase in 
the tax rate of 24 cents as a further burden to be 
borne by all the people of San Francisco. The city 
inust comply with the Raker Act and the mandates of 
the courts, which Secretary of the Interior Ickes has 
demanded. San Francisco has 105 millions invested 
in the Hetch Hetchy project at the present time and 
the Government has threatened to divert this power 
ip othe purposes within the State if this bond issue 
tials. 

Three meetings have been held by the joint com- 
inittee, at which Mr. L. M. Perrin of the Public 
Utility Commission was present and personally ex- 
plained and answered all questions of the committee. 
Report covers twenty-three pages submitted by the 
Public Utility Commission to the Board of Super- 
visions, A quorum from the committees of both 
Councils was in attendance at the three meetings. 
There also personally appeared City Attorney John 
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O’Toole, who thoroughly explained the enabling act 
to the satisfaction of the general committee. 


Also present was Mr. Fred E. Wider of the Elec- 
tricians. City Attorney O’Toole also explained that 
there is also a strong clause in the enabling act to 
either purchase or build this system. As no doubt 
the Pacific Gas will not be a ready seller on the pas- 
sage of these bonds, the City Attorney’s office will 
have to start condemnation proceedings, through the 
Railroad Commission, which will take considerable 
time to establish values. 


Seattle, Tacoma and Los Angeles have municipal 
distributing systems which have been successfully 
operated through revenue bond issues, which are a 
lien on the revenue of the electricity sold to the con- 
sumers only, and the P. G. and E. Company of Cali- 
fornia, has over 500 millions of bonds and stock out- 
standing. 

Implemented by the most up-to-date figures ob- 
tained from the statements of the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company, Plan No. 9 offers not only the 
most feasible solution of the problem of Hetch 
Hetchy power disposal under terms of the Raker 
Act, but the most profitable solution. It makes pos- 
sible a substantial reduction in either electric power 
rates or tax rates, or a combination of both. Besides 
benefiting citizens directly, it will so reduce costs 
that it will provide a substantial inducement for new 
industries to locate here. 

If the plan is adopted, it will make so much more 
profit for the city, without any risk of its credit, that 
it will reduce the tax rate 65 cents on the $100 valu- 
ation below what it would be if the Hetch Hetchy 
plants are shut down. 

Boiled down to a nutshell, San Francisco must 
purchase this distributing system to improve its eco- 
nomic conditions, and can secure great economic ad- 
vantages to compete with Los Angeles and other cities 
of the Pacific Coast. The Government today is 
granting great national defense contracts to southern 
California on account of the great Boulder Dam 
project which is of great benefit to southern Califor- 
nia. On the other hand, Mr. Ickes is demanding that 
we comply with the Raker Act or lose our power 
plant investment. 

San Francisco can go forward by voting for these 
municipal power revenue bonds. Pacific Gas, at the 
present time, is enjoying a monopoly of the electric 
power output in San Francisco. 

The San Francisco Labor Council is on record re- 
peatedly for the purchase and municipal ownership 
of the public utilities in San Francisco. 

The Joint Law and Legislative Committees of the 
San Francisco Labor Council and the Building and 
Construction Trades Council indorse the purchase as 
submitted under Plan 9 and urge that labor fully co- 
operate at the polls in bringing about this desirable 
result. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Joint Law AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, SAN 
Francisco Lasor CouNcIL, AND BUILDING 
AND CoNsTRUCTION TrapEs CoUNCIL. 


CuarENce H. Kina, 
Chairman on behalf of the Joint Committee. 


Jack SPAULDING, 
Art DoucHERTY, 
Rosert LeIsEr, 
THOMAS TARPEY, 
S.S. Kina. 


ORGANIZATION RESOLUTION 


Whereas, The San Francisco Labor Council and 
the San Francisco Building and Construction Trades 
Council have indorsed the purchase of the property of 
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, through a 
bond issue, known as “Plan No. 9,” at an election to 
be held in San Francisco on November 4, 1941; there- 
fore, be it ‘ 

Resotvep, That the president of the Labor Council 
appoint an executive committee to organize, conduct 
and co-ordinate all labor in San Francisco, in a cam- 
paign through the affiliated unions of the Labor 
Council, Building and Construction Trades Council, 
the Railway Brotherhoods, and such other organized 
labor unions friendly to the interest of municipal 
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ownership of public utilities in San Francisco, in or- 
der that labor may be thoroughly informed of the 
benefits of this important measure. 

It is also necessary that organized labor, through 
their executive committees, send out a general ap- 
peal to all unions in San Francisco, to make a liberal 
donation to carry out this highly important bond 
election. It is estimated that $10,000 will be necessary 
for a successful campaign of labor. 

A contribution of $100 or more by each union is 

requested, and required, to carry out a successful cam- 
paign on our behalf. 
_ Unless labor is completely organized, this bond 
issue may be defeated by the same reactionary inter- 
ests who in the past have misled the people of San 
Francisco against their best interests, for their own 
selfish interests and gains. 

It is further recommended that every union in San 
Francisco be requested and instructed to run off and 
address a complete list of their San Francisco mem- 
bership on envelopes of the large size, 4x 9% inches, 
and that these same envelopes be stamped and be 
forwarded by the various unions to the Central Gen- 
eral Committee, in order that this committee may 
know that every union has complied with this re- 
quest. By this program, every member of labor will 
have received his instructions, and the general pro- 
gram. 

This procedure has been successful in the past, and 
can be successful again. If the full power of labor 
and their associates is brought out to the polls, the 
economic interests of San Francisco will go forward. 

It is further recommended that all presidents and 
secretaries organize their unions to carry out this plan, 
and that they be added to the campaign committee 
by the General Chairman. 

Respectfully submitted. 
CarENCE H. Kina, 
Art DouGHERTY, 
Rosert Lesser, 
THomas TarPEy, 


JacK SPAULDING, 
S.S. Krva. 


International Offical Here 

Hugo Ernst, secretary-treasurer of the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees’ International Alliance and 
Bartenders’ International League, whose headquar- 
ters are in Cincinnati, arrived in San Francisco this 
week. He is working with the local union representa- 
tives in connection with the current hotel strike and 
also attending the sessions of the convention of the 
California State Federation of Labor. He was called 
to the platform and introduced to the Federation 
gathering. 

Having resided here for so many years prior to 
elevation to his present position, and participated in 
numerous negotiations in behalf of the culinary work- 
ers, Ernst is thoroughly familiar with local condi- 
tions, and his presence was deemed advantageous at 
this time. Ernst declared that he has been receiving 
information from some hotel employers in San Fran- 
cisco who, although members of the Hotel Employ- 
ers’ Association, are not in sympathy with the posi- 
tion taken by that group, and that indications are 
that, as in the 1937 strike, there are only a few hotels 
holding out against settlement with the striking or- 
ganizations. 

Following a possible week’s stay here the interna- 
tional official expects to transact some business in 
the Northwest area prior to his return to union 
headquarters. 
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Labor Council Resolutions 


As mentioned in the minutes of the San Francisco 
Labor Council, appearing on another page of this 
issue, the following resolutions were adopted by that 
body at its meeting held last Friday evening: 


INDORSING COMMUNITY CHEST 
Whereas, The Community Chest of San Francsico 
assists needy people throughout the year with essen- 
tial services unduplicated by governmental relief 
agencies; and 
Whereas, The Community Chest aids all people in 
distress regardless of class, creed or color; and 


Whereas, One campaign for 82 different organiza- 
tions, together with the volunteer effort of more than 
5000 citizens, who are paid nothing for their services, 
reduces campaign and year-round administration costs 
of the Chest to a minimum, 2.e., 6 per cent of funds 
received; and 

Whereas, It is recognized that community health 
and morale must be preserved during the national 
emergency through adequate welfare services; now, 
therefore be it 

Resotvep, That the San Francisco Labor Council, 
in regular session assembled this 19th day of Septem- 
ber, does hereby place itself on record as supporting 
and indorsing the coming Community Chest appeal 
for contributions; and be it further 

Resotvep, That this Council commends the Com- 
munity Chest campaign as deserving of the indorse- 
ment of its constituent bodies and the voluntary 
financial support of all members and friends of or- 
ganized labor. 


EXPENDITURES BY P. G. AND E. IN 
POWER BOND CAMPAIGN 


Whereas, The City of San Francisco is now initi- 
ating a campaign for bonds for the purchase or 
building of an electrical distribution system; and 

Whereas, In several other such campaigns it is a 
well known fact that the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company has spent untold amounts of money to 
defeat such an issue; and 

Whereas, The Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
is already making known its opposition to the present 
measure by newspaper ads and an increased distribu- 
tion of its propaganda sheet, the P. G. and E. News, 
not to mention many other methods; and 

Whereas, Such expenditures by the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company are against the will of the people 
and paid for by the people in the form of higher rates; 
therefore, be it 

Resotvep, That the San Francisco Labor Council 
call upon the Mayor of the City of San Francisco 
and the Citizens’ Committee for the Power Bonds to 
immediately make a formal request of the California 
State Railroad Commission that they investigate 
such expenditures by the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company and make a complete survey of the P. G. 
and E.’s activity in this and any other political 
campaigns; and be it further 

Resotvep, That copies of this resolution be sent to 
the press, the Mayor, the Railroad Commission, the 
Governor, Secretary Ickes, and other organizations 
active in the Power Bond Campaign, for their in- 
dorsement. 


URGING FORMING OF MARITIME 
COUNCIL BY AF.L. 


Whereas, There now exists within the American 
Federation of Labor several unintegrated marine 
groups; and 

Whereas, This lack of co-ordination causes dissat- 
hs ade and defections in the ranks of marine labor; 
an 

Whereas, This lack of co-operation among marine 
groups causes confusion, duplication of effort and 
ignores the real economic problems of marine work- 
ers; and 

Whereas, Certain rival marine groups are now 
planning a colossally intensified membership drive 
which aims at a vertical union to contain all these 
marine crafts and promises direct action for marine 
workers so organized; and 

Whereas, The marine unions within the American 
Federation of Labor regard this threat to their mem- 
bership as ominous and imminent to their craft unions 
and are alarmed at the full implications of so sweep- 
ing a marine movement; and 

Whereas, It is the opinion of all qualified marine 
leaders that a similar movement within the American 
Federation of Labor can forestall the action described 
above; and 

Whereas, Most marine units would prefer to keep 
their autonomy, but appreciate the need for con- 
certed marine action by a combination of all marine 
crafts acting in unison; therefore, be it 

Resotvep, That the San Francisco Labor Council, 
in regular mecting, go on record in favor of estab- 
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lishing a maritime council within the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and that the duly elected delegate 
from this Council to the California State Federation 
of Labor’s forty-second convention be instructed to 
support this resolution or a similar resolution in that 
body; and be it finally 

Resotvep, That the duly elected delegate from this 
Council to the American Federation of Labor conven- 
tion, to be held at Seattle, Wash., October 6, 1941, 
support this or a similar resolution in that body also 
and lend all aid possible for the passage of the same, 
and to support a petition to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor convention to authorize the executive 
council of the A.F.L. to set up a Marine Department, 
in the current year, within the American Federation 
of Labor, similar to the units now functioning for the 
metal trades, building trades and railroad depart- 
ments. 


Afternoon "First Aid" Class 


When employed men and women wish to devote 
part of their free time to the study of “First Aid”— 
so that they will know how to assist their fellow be- 
ings in an emergency—well, that is civilization! 

To meet this humanitarian demand, the Girls’ 
Club and Mission Community Center, at 362 Capp 
street, is organizing an afternoon “Standard First Aid 
Course”—so that those employed at night may be 
able to attend. 

An authorized American Red Cross instructor will 
conduct the course, which will commence Wednesday, 
October 1, at 1:30 p. m. There is no charge. Enroll 
now! 


——————“q—________ 


Greyhound Employees’ Vote 

Employees of the Pacific Greyhound Lines in the 
seven western states have overwhelmingly accepted 
a new contract, it was announced this week by the 
Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric Railway 
and Motor Coach Employees. 

The balloting showed 973 members in favor of the 
contract and 38 opposed. Negotiations will settle 
final details of the contract. 

The contract provides for a general increase of 5 
cents hourly for all drivers, with an additional 5 cents 
for employees in Marin and San Mateo Counties em- 
ployees, as well as for improved working conditions 
and paid vacations. 


Demand the union label, card and button 


Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 119 Kearny. 

A. Desenfant & Co., manufacturing jewelers, 
150 Post. 

American Distributing Company. 

Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Avenue Hotel, 419 Golden Gate. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary (except Isabelle 
Salon de Beaute). 

Bruce, E. L. Company, Inc., flooring, 99 San 
Bruno Ave. 

California Watch Case Company. 

Chan Quong, photo engraver, 680 Clay. 

Curtis Publishing Co., (Philadelphia), publishers 
of “Saturday Evening Post,” “Ladies’ Home 
Journal,” “Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, 1955 Post. 

Doran Hotels (include St. Regis, 85 Fourth St.; 
Mint, 141 Fifth St.; Hale, 939 Mission St.; 
Land, 936 Mission St.; Hillsdale, 51 Sixth St.; 
Grand Central, 1412 Market St., and the Ford 
Apartments, 957 Mission St.). 

Drake Cleaners and Dyers. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Gantner & Mattern, 1453 Mission. 

Golden State Bakers, 1840 Polk. 

Gates Rubber Company, 2700 Sixteenth Street. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

John Breuner Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

Lucerne Apartments, 766 Sutter. 

Magazines “Time” and “Life,” products of the 
unfair Donnelley firm (Chicago). 


“We Don’t Patronize” List 


The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the San Francisco Labor Council. 
Members of labor unions and sympathizers are requested to cut this out and post it: 


Friday, September 26, 194) 


Strike at "Sun-Maid" 
Raisin Plant in Fresno 


An official communication from the Fresno Labor 
Council announces that Packing House Employee,’ 
Union No. 19653 of that city has declared a strike 
against the Sun-Maid Raisin Growers, a farmers’ co. 
operative, engaged in packing raisins—the well ad. 
vertised “Sun-Maid” brand—and the largest plant 
of its kind in the world. 


The communication states that the striking union 
has the full support not only of the central council 
but also of the carpenters, engineers, machinists, cloc- 
tricians, sheet metal workers and teamster organi- 
zations, each of which has members employed at the 
“Sun-Maid” plant and who are refusing to pass the 
picket line, approximately 2000 people being involved, 

It is further stated that the dried fruit workers jn 
the Fresno community have been underpaid and ocx- 
ploited for many years, and that in the past two 
years great progress has been made in organizing 
them into bona fide A.F.L. unions. Friends of organ- 
ized labor are requested in the communication not 
to purchase “Sun-Maid” raisins. 


——— 


Rail Labor Presenting Its Case 


Presentation of the case of railroad labor for in- 
creased wages and vacations with pay was begun in 
Chicago last week by Bert M. Jewell, president of 
the A.F.L. Railroad Employees’ Department before 
the five-man presidential investigation commission 
headed by Wayne L. Morse. 

President Jewell declared that the wages of 900,000 
workers in fourteen non-operating rail unions were 
30 per cent less than the rate received by workers in 
industries calling for comparable skills. Carrier man- 
agements have been getting their share of the gencral 
upward swing of business since 1937, but the railroad 
workers have not been getting their share, he said. 

Railroad mechanics received 85 cents an hour, com- 
pared with $1.25 paid men doing comparable work in 
other industries, and the minimum wage rate for 
Class 1 railroads is 36 cents an hour, compared with 
75 cents in other industries, Jewell told the commis- 
sion. 


M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 

Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 

Ose ee Stove Co. Products, Los An- 
geles. 

Eecme peal Capeny: 1150 Tee 

urity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Romaine Photo Studio, 220 Jones. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Sealey Mattress Company, 6699 San Pablo avenue, 
Oakland. 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 

Sutro Baths and Skating Rink. 

Swift & Co. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

W. & J. Sloane. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 21 Second. 

Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, Sun- 
nyvale, California. 

All non-union independent taxicabs. 

Barber Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Waicn are unfair. 

Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Hairdressers and Cosmetologists’ De- 
partment o: the Journeymen Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union of America are unfair. 

Cleaning establishments that do not display the 
shop card of Retail Cleaners’ Union, 
No. 93, are unfair. 

Locksmith shops which do not display the union 
shop card of Federated Locksmiths No. 1331 
are unfair. 


